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The Pious Universal Union for the Children of the Divine Will
Official Newsletter for “The Pious Universal Union for Children of the Divine Will –USA”

Come Supreme Will, down to reign in Your Kingdom on earth and in our hearts!

ROGATE! FIAT !

“May the Divine Will always be blessed!”

Special Edition
Our Lady of Guadalupe

Saint Juan Diego – Feast Day December 9th
A Model of Humility – A Saint for Nobodies

“I give praise to you, Father Lord of Heaven and earth, for although you have hidden theses things from the wise and the
learned you have revealed them to the childlike. Yes, Father, such has been your gracious will.” (Mt. 11, 25-26)

In April of 1990 Juan Diego was declared Blessed by Pope John Paul II at the Vatican. The following
month, in the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico City, during his second visit to the shrine, John Paul II
performed the beatification ceremony.On July 2002 he was canonized by the Church, during a ceremony
celebrated by John Paul II, again in the Basilica of Guadalupe. Who was this Juan Diego?

Most historians agree that Juan Diego was born in A.D. 1474 in the calpulli or ward of Tlayacac in Cuauhtitlan, which was
established in 1168 by Nahua tribesmen and conquered by the Aztec lord Axayacatl in 1467; and was located 20 kilometers
(14 miles) north of Tenochtitlan (now Mexico City).
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His native name was Cuauhtlatoatzin, which could be translated as "One who talks like an eagle" or "eagle that talks".
The Nican Mopohua describes him as a 'macehualli' or "poor Indian", one who did not belong to any of the social
categories of the Empire, as priests, warriors, merchants,...but not a slave; a member of the lowest and largest class in the
Aztec Empire. When talking to Our Lady he calls himself "a nobody", and refers to it as the source of his lack of
credibility before the Bishop.

He devoted himself to hard work in the fields and manufacturing mats. He owned a piece of land and a small house on it.
He was happily married but had no children.

Between 1524 and 1525 he was converted and baptized, as well as his wife, receiving the Christian name of Juan Diego and
her wife the name of Maria Lucia. He was baptized by a Franciscan priest, Fr Peter da Gand, one of the first Franciscan
missionaries.

According to the first formal investigation by the Church about the events, the Informaciones Guadalupanas of 1666, Juan
Diego seems to have been a very devoted, religious man, even before his conversion. He was a solitary, mystical character,
prone to spells of silence and frequent penance and used to walk from his village to Tenochtitlan, 14 miles away, to receive
instruction on the doctrine.

His wife Maria Lucia became sick and died in 1529. Juan Diego then moves to live with his uncle Juan Bernardino in
Tolpetlac, which was closer (9 miles) to the church in Tlatelolco -Tenochtitlan.

He walked every Saturday and Sunday many miles to church, departing early morning, before dawn, to be on time for
Mass and religious instruction classes. He walked on naked feet, as all the people of his class, the macehualli. Only the
higher social classes of the Aztecs wore cactlis, or sandals, made with vegetal fibers or leather. He used to wear in those
chilly mornings a coarse-woven cactus cloth as a mantle, a tilma or ayate made with fibers from the maguey cactus. Cotton
was only used by the upper Aztec classes.

During one of this walks to Tenochtitlan, which used to take about three and a half hours between villages and mountains,
the First apparition occurred, in a place that is now known as the "Capilla del Cerrito", where the Blessed Virgin Mary
talked to him in his language, Nahuatl. She called him "Juanito, Juan Dieguito" , "the most humble of my sons", "my son
the least", "my little dear".

He was 57 years old, certainly an old age in a time and place where the male life expectancy was barely above 40.

After the miracle of Guadalupe and with the Bishop's permission, Juan Diego moved to a room attached to the chapel that
housed the sacred image, after having given his business and property to his uncle, spending the rest of his life as a hermit.
There he cared for the church and the first pilgrims who came to pray to the Mother of Jesus, and propagating the
account of the apparitions to his countrymen.

He died on May 30, 1548, at the age of 74.

Juan Diego deeply loved the Holy Eucharist, and by special permission of the Bishop he received Holy Communion three
times a week, a highly unusual occurrence in those times.

Pope John Paul II praised Juan Diego for his simple faith nourished by catechesis and pictured him (who said to
the Blessed Virgin Mary: "I am a nobody, I am a small rope, a tiny ladder, the tail end, a leaf") as a model of
humility for all of us.

http://www.sancta.org/nican.html
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The Spanish History of Our Lady of Guadalupe Prior to the 16th Century

Why would the Blessed Virgin Mary appearing to a Native American of the recently conquered Aztec empire, and speaking to
him in the native Nahuatl language, call herself “of Guadalupe”, a Spanish name?

Did she want to be called "de Guadalupe" because of the statue of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Estremadura, Spain?
In all apparitions of the Blessed Virgin Mary she identified herself as the Virgin Mary and phrases like Mother of God or another
of Her Titles, and was later usually known by the name of the place or region where she appeared (Lourdes, Fatima).

So why should Mary, when appearing to a Native American in recently invaded Mesoamerica and speaking in the local language,
want to be named with the Spanish name of Guadalupe?

Was she referring to the miraculous statue of Our Lady of Guadalupe, that was given by Pope Gregory the Great to the Bishop of
Seville, Spain, was lost for 600 years and was found in 1326 by a cowherd named Gil Cordero guided by an apparition of Our
Lady? This statue was named Guadalupe for the village located near the place of discovery.

The origin of the name Guadalupe has always been a matter of controversy. It is nevertheless believed that the name came about
because of the translation from Nahuatl to Spanish of the words used by the Virgin during the apparition to Juan Bernardino, the
ailing uncle of Juan Diego.

Some believe that Our Lady used the Aztec Nahuatl word of coatlaxopeuh which is pronounced "quatlasupe" and sounds
remarkably like the Spanish word Guadalupe. Coa meaning serpent, tla being the noun ending which can be interpreted as
"the", while xopeuh means to crush or stamp out. So Our Lady must have called herself the one "who crushes the serpent."

We must sadly remember that the Aztec priest class executed annually at least 50,000 inhabitans of the land, men, women and
children, in human sacrifices to their gods. In 1487, just in a single 4 days long ceremony for the dedication of a new temple in
Tenochtitlan, some 80,000 captives were killed in human sacrifice. The same practices, which in most cases included the
cannibalism of the victims limbs, were common also in earlier Mesoamerican cultures, with widespread Olmec, Toltec and Maya
human sacrificing rituals. An almost universal symbol of that religion was the serpent. The temples were richly decorated with
snakes. Human sacrifices were heralded by the prolonged beating of huge drums made of the skins of huge snakes, which could be
heard two miles away. Nowhere else in human history had Satan, the ancient serpent, so formalized his worship with so many of
his own actual symbols.

Certainly, in this case She crushed the serpent, and few years later millions of the natives converted to Christianity.

Devotion to the mother of God under the title of our Lady of Guadalupe dates from the close of the sixth century. In the old, as
well as in the new world, the miraculous favors of our Lady under the title of Guadalupe have at all times called forth the public
homage of a grateful people. Mount Estramadura in Spain (or Mount Guadalupe, as it was called by the Arabs), was favored as the
scene of the miraculous apparition of the Blessed Virgin to a poor shepherd, in the fourteenth century.
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When Pope Gregory the Great ascended the pontifical throne on September 3, 590, he found the Eternal City in profound gloom.
A dreadful pestilence, which had raged for months, threatened to destroy the entire population. Filled with trust in God, Gregory
ordered public prayer to be offered, and had a miraculous image of the Blessed Virgin, which he had always kept in his private
oratory, carried in procession through the streets of the afflicted city. As the prayers of the distressed people ascended to the Most
High and as the procession bearing the miraculous image advanced, the plague-stricken victims were instantly cured and the
pestilence gradually subsided.

Some years later the Pope made a gift of this miraculous image to St. Leander, Bishop of Seville, as a token of his esteem and
friendship. St. Isidore, the brother of St. Leander, was requested to convey the precious image to Spain. During his voyage from
Italy to Cadiz the ship encountered violent storms which threatened to engulf it at any moment. St. Isidore carried the image of our
Lady on deck and all besought her powerful aid in their great peril. The storm suddenly ceased, the sky cleared and the ship
reached port in safety.

Passengers and crew immediately repaired to the Church, where they offered prayers of thanksgiving for their miraculous
preservation from death. The image was subsequently conveyed to Seville, where the Bishop with his clergy and people
welcomed it with great joy. Among the inhabitants of that city the public veneration of this image at once began, and for more
than a century they were signally favored by the Queen of Heaven in the wonders she wrought in answer to their devoted prayers.
Their faith in her intercession, however, was to be put to a severe test. During the inroads of the Moors in the year 712, Don
Rodrigo, the last of the Gothic kings was conquered and slain in the battle of Xeres. The fierce conquerors immediately stripped
the Christian churches of their sacred treasures and proceeded to erect the crescent in place of the sacred sign of redemption.

The devout inhabitants of Seville hastened to collect the holy vessels, relics and images, particularly the statue which had been
given by St. Gregory the Great to St. Leander more than a century before. With this precious burden they traveled some distance
and found at the base of the Mountain of Estramadura or Guadalupe a cave which offered a suitable place in which to conceal
their treasure. Burying the revered image and closing the entrance to the cave with large stones, these zealous people retraced their
steps, and afterwards placed themselves under the protection of the Christian army at Asturias. For six centuries the image
remained undisturbed, when it pleased God to reveal its existence by miraculous events. There is a legend to the effect that a poor
herdsman named Gil, in the year 1326, had vainly searched for a cow that had been lost for several days, when at length, worn out
by his efforts, he sat down at the foot of the Mountain of Guadalupe to rest. After a short time, to his great astonishment, he
suddenly beheld the missing animal lying dead at his side. Rising hastily he carefully examined the body, but could find no traces
of bruises or wounds. He thereupon concluded to remove the hide, and taking out his knife commenced to cut the breast, when lo!
the cow arose sound and well. Turning, Gil saw before him a beautiful lady, who thus addressed him:

"I am the Mother of the Redeemer, and it was I who restored life to the dead animal. Go to the priest and the people, and tell them
that it is my wish that they should come and remove the stones that obstruct this cave, where they will find my image. Tell them to
have a chapel erected on this spot, and in time to come I shall make the shrine a center of my heavenly power and protection. The
astonished herdsman lost no time in communicating this wonderful occurrence to all whom he met. His well known veracity
secured for him eager listeners, who gazed in amazement at the traces of the knife on the breast of the cow as she rejoined the
herd. Gil, desirous of carrying out the commands of our Lady, joyfully hastened homeward. His gladness was soon turned into
mourning. His only son had died suddenly during his absence, and his wife was inconsolable. After his first burst of grief, Gil
recollected that the Blessed Virgin had restored life to the dead cow, and he confidently exclaimed: "She is powerful enough to
raise also my son to life."

His persevering prayer seemed to avail nothing. The clergy chanted the Office for the Dead, and finally the body of his son was
borne to the cemetery. Suddenly the child sat erect in the coffin, and begged his father to lead him to the Mountain of Guadalupe
so that he might give thanks to the Queen of Heaven for having restored him to life. This miracle worked in the presence of so
many people, had the effect of confirming all that the herdsman had related in regard to the apparition of our Lady. Forming a
large procession the priests, with Gil as leader, proceeded to the Mountain of Guadalupe.

Having removed the stones from the cave they found a well-preserved image of our Lady, together with some documents giving
the date of its concealment, more than six hundred years before. They also found the relics of SS. Fulgentius and Florentine, and a
bell of antique design. Rejoicing in their new-found treasure, the Clergy and people proposed to return at once with it to the city;
but Gil opposed this plan, alleging that it would be contrary to the expressed wish of our Blessed Lady. Accordingly they followed
the instructions of the herdsman and built a hut for the temporary reception of the image. The stone upon which the statue had
rested for so long a period was placed at the entrance of the sanctuary. It may still be seen by pilgrims who visit the shrine.
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Padre Miguel Hidalgo, whose 1810 cry for freedom from Spain set the fight for independence in motion. His original banner bearing a likeness
of Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe (Our Lady of Guadalupe) is part of Mexico's historic patrimony.

A chapel was built on the spot by Alfonso the King of Castile. Six chaplains were appointed to conduct the services. The King also
erected a hospital and gave land to fifty families, so that they might make their homes near the shrine. Gil, the herdsman, was
made a noble of Spain, receiving the title of Don Gil de Santa Maria de Guadalupe. This title was retained by his descendants.

Many royal documents and papal bulls authenticate the miracles performed at the shrine through the intercession of our Lady of
Guadalupe. It is related of Alfonso that about this time he made a vow to our Lady that he would perform a pilgrimage to her

sanctuary if she would obtain the victory for him over the Moors whose power he had determined to break. The King, with his
entire army, attended Mass on the morning of October 30, 1340, and with the allied forces of the King of Portugal set out to

conquer the enemy. After a day of fierce fighting the Christian army succeeded in routing the enemy, whose dead were strewn all
over the battlefield. In thanksgiving for this remarkable victory, Alfonso made a pilgrimage to the shrine of our Lady of

Guadalupe. He enriched the sanctuary with offerings of gold silver and precious stones.

The Jeromites were placed in charge of the sanctuary in 1389. The modern structure, which replaced the primitive chapel, is of
great magnificence. It is built of stone. It is one hundred and eighty feet long and ninety feet wide. The church contains three
naves and is crowned by a beautiful dome. Our Lady's image rests upon a throne three feet high, made of rare oriental wood,
veneered with silver. Many of Spain's kings and princes have received sepulture within the peaceful walls of this venerable

sanctuary.

In gratitude for the miraculous cure of his son Charles, Philip II. of Spain adorned the sanctuary with rich gifts. A gilded lamp
which Don John of Austria had taken from the Turks at the battle of Lepanto, was presented by him to the shrine in 1571.

Hernando Cortez, the famous conquerer of Mexico, was a fervent client of our Lady of Guadalupe. Before he undertook his
expedition to the New World he visited the shrine and placed himself and his companions under the special protection of our
Blessed Lady. His zeal for the honor of the Mother of God led him to build a church on the Isthmus of Panama, which was
dedicated to our Lady of Guadalupe. Upon his return to Spain, after having enriched his King by surrendering title to his

possessions in the New World, Cortez made a pilgrimage to the shrine of Guadalupe, and gratefully acknowledged the powerful
protection of the Queen of Heaven throughout his dangerous adventures on land and sea. A beautiful lamp and a precious Jewel

were his gifts to the shrine. This renowned conqueror, basely neglected by the ungrateful King Charles V., died in obscure poverty
in a little village of Guadalquivir in 1547. A faithful child of the Church and a devoted client of Mary, with his last breath he

tenderly kissed a picture of our Lady of Guadalupe--his beloved Patroness.

It appears a fitting reward of his devotion and confidence that the Mother of God should signally honor with her presence the spot
that Cortez had conquered in her name and for the Church. Ten years after the subjugation of Mexico, the august Queen of

Heaven miraculously appeared to a Christian Indian and made him the messenger of her clemency to the Mexican nation, leaving
with him as a pledge of maternal solicitude the impression of her heavenly countenance upon the coarse blanket which served him

as a cloak.
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OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE– December 12

December 8, 1922 – Book of Heaven – Luisa Piccarreta – Description of Our Lady of Guadalupe
“This is the reason We made Her Queen of everyone (when We act, We do so with reason, wisdom and justice): She never
gave life to her human will. … All created things, …,seeing this sublime Virgin Who, almost as though She were their sister,
had never wanted to know her own will but only that of God, they not only celebrated but felt honored in having Her for their
Queen. They ran about Her, paying Her homage by putting the moon beneath her feet as her footstool, the stars as her crown,
the sun as her diadem, with angels as servants, and with men attending Her. Absolutely everyone honored Her and paid Her
homage. There is no honor or glory that cannot be given to our Will, whether It acts in Us, Its own home, or whether It dwells
in creatures.

1492
Columbus discovered America 40 years, before Our Lady of Guadalupe came in 1531. It was customary before sea journeys, to
stop at the Lady's shrine (Guadelupe Spain )for a blessing. But it was unusual for ships to be renamed at this point. Columbus

named his three ships: The Nina (little girl) The Pinta (paints) and The Santa Maria (St Mary)

1521
From the time of Montezuma’s death,under Cortez in 1521, until the apparitions of the Blessed Virgin of Guadalupe ten years
later, the Franciscans were teaching the Aztecs about the mysteries of the Lord’s life as prayed in the rosary. We may also read
that progress was very slow. The language barrier and vastness of the land was overwhelming for these dedicated men of God.

1526
In 1526, the Franciscans were joined by the Dominicans in New Spain under the command of King Charles V.. Father

Gonzalaz, a Dominican, was assigned to Oaxaca, south of Tenochtitlan (Mexico City). He found the Indians as difficult to
reach as had the Franciscans. So, he had the rosary painted on canvas. The rosary was done in pictoral form for those who

could not read in his home country and all over Europe. This visual, he believed, would help the Indians overcome the
language barrier. It worked. It would also be easy to carry from village to village. The Indians brought their families to hear

the story of the life of Jesus through this pictoral rosary. One has to wonder. The Indians learned about Jesus from a picture
story on cloth - was it not by chance - that the Indians understood when the image of Our Lady of Guadalupe and the picture

message it held for them - just a few years later - again appeared on cloth.

1531
40 years after Columbus landed in his 3 ships - remember the new names - Nina (little girl) Pinta (paint), and the Santa Maria
(St Mary) - the cloth on which her young image would appear to be painted on was the simple work apron or tilma of Juan

Diego was that of Mary. The Franciscan Bishop prelate, don Juan de Zumarragra, had prayerfully and secretly asked our lady
for a sign - Castilian Roses. When Juan Diego opened his tilma to release the fragrant roses, the image began to appear on his

garment. The Bishop fell to his knees knowing the Lady had heard him. Over the next 10 years, her image would bring
millions of Indians to the Lord. But its evangelizing power would not stop there, as for some unknown mystery, this simple

cloth made of cactus fiber did not rot away after its normal life-span of 20 some years It still exists today over 470 years later
and may be seen at the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico City.
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1571
The Battle of Lepanto would be fought only 40 years after this apparition of the Blessed Virgin of Guadalupe. Andria Doria
would carry a small image of her in his cabin. The lopsided victory of this battle at sea, kept Europe Christian. The Lord was

given the victory through the image of Our Lady of Guadalupe and the power of the rosary.

Four decades after the Virgin appeared to St. Juan Diego, one of her most devout clients was the Genoese Admiral, Andrea
Doria. He was one of the three admirals despatched to repulse the Turkish fleet which was menacing the Mediterranean at the

time. The Pope, St. Pius V, had mobilized the Catholics of Europe to say the Rosary for the victory of the Christian ships;
defeat would result in untold horror for the coasts nearest the Ottoman-held lands, including Italy itself (bear in mind that so
late as the 18th century, whole Irish and Icelandic villages were raided and carried off into slavery by the Barbary pirates; a

small taste of what was in store in the event of a Turkish victory).

Doria carried a small copy of the Tilma of Guadalupe into battle, when the two fleets met at Lepanto on October 7, 1571. The
resulting fight was an overwhelming victory for the heavily outnumbered Christians. St. Pius V was supernaturally aware of

the triumph when it occurred, before messengers could arrive, and ordered the Te Deum sung. He declared the day of the
battle to be the Feast of Our Lady of Victories, altered a few years later to Our Lady of the Rosary — this observance would be
extended to the whole Church in 1716, in gratitude to Our Lady for the victory over the Turks at Peterwardein that year. Don

Andrea donated the image of the Virgin of Guadalupe to the church of St. Stephen, in the town of Santo Stefano d’Aveto
where his family owned a castle; it is enshrined there over the High Altar to this day. Cementing the connection between the

two independent shrines, a Turkish warship lantern was donated to the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Spain.

1737 - Present
In Mexico, in 1737, she was made patroness of the capital, and a decade later of the whole Viceroyalty of New Spain — which
in time would include all of Spanish America from Costa Rica north to Oregon, the Spanish West Indies, the Philippines, and
the Marianas. Benedict XIV composed a proper liturgy for her feats, promulgating it in 1754. In the Wars of Independence in

Mexico, both Royalists and Republicans appealed to her patronage, and during his short lived rule as Emperor of Mexico,
Maximilian named his highest order of Knighthood after her (one of its medals is on display at the Treasure Chamber of the

Hofburg in Vienna). Leo XIII not only had the image crowned, as we have seen, but extended her feast to all of Latin America.
Several dioceses in the United States also took it up, including Monterey-Los Angeles. St. Pius X made Our Lady of Guadalupe
patroness of all of Latin America in 1910, and Pius XI placed the Philippines under her patronage a quarter century later. All

of his successors have honored her Empire over the Americas since.

But of course, one cannot see the Virgin of Guadalupe in isolation; during the Mexican wars of independence, although
devotees of Guadalupe were to be found on both sides, the Royalists were particularly fond of Our Lady of Remedies. This

image had been brought from Spain in 1519, and had served as protectress of the Conquest. After many adventures (she had
been set up on the altar for the first Mass in Mexico City, hidden by the Spanish when they were forced to flee the Aztec
capital, found twenty years later and venerated by local Indians, and solemnly processed whenever drought threatened

Viceregal Mexico), Our Lady of Remedies was considered particularly Spanish. To some of the less educated on both sides, the
Revolution was seen as a war between the two Madonnas!

Today, of course, the devotees of the two shrines are reconciled. But what is important to remember is that all forms of Marian
devotion are inseparable, as the battle of Lepanto shows so clearly: the two shrines, Spanish and Mexican, of Guadalupe; Our

Lady of Victories (to whom churches were dedicated in Rome, Paris, and Quebec); and Our Lady of the Rosary.

Every nation of the Americas has a national shrine or apparition site dedicate to Our Lady — and there are hundreds of local
ones. These are not different “incarnations” or anything of that sort; instead, just as the Mother of God works with us as

individuals to foster our own salvation, so too does she work with different peoples, nations, and provinces. As John Paul II
prayed on December 8, 1993: “Allow us, Mary, to join your pilgrimage through the countries of Central America and South

America, where you are so well known and revered. From Guadalupe, Mexico, to Aparecida, Brazil, from Lujan in Argentina
to Caridad de Cobre, Cuba, from Coromoto in Venezuela, to Copacabana in Bolivia and many other places … Mary is a

pilgrim with us along the paths of the world…”
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The Time of the Appearance

At the time of the conquest, when Juan Diego lived, many of the invaders thought the indigenous people did not even have souls
and that therefore did not have the right to own anything but should be subject. They were treated badly and enslaved. They were
forbidden to speak their own language. With the conquistadores, however, came missionaries who wanted to share their faith with
them. It was hard going, of course, because of the terrible treatment they were receiving. Only a very few natives had become
Christian. One of those was Juan Diego, who with his wife had been baptized and frequently received the sacraments. Devotion to
Mary, the mother of Jesus, the Mother of God, was very much a part of the evangelization in Christ which Juan Diego had
received. By the time Our Lady of Guadalupe appeared to him, Juan Diego was a widower. His faith was an example of the
sincere and profound conversion hoped for by the missionaries, who were worried that even those who had embraced the faith
would fall back into idolatry.

Franciscan missionaries who worked hard to share their faith with the indigenous people also defended them, writing to the king
of Spain and to the Pope to argue that they were human beings with souls; the missionaries described the cruelty, the corruption
and hardness of heart of many of their own countrymen towards the people. One of these Franciscans was Juan de Zumárraga,
Bishop of Mexico.

Parts of Bishop Zumárraga's letters to King Carlos V of Spain, in which he described the cruelty of some of his countrymen in
New Spain. The people were enslaved and their women taken by soldiers, the people came weeping to the Bishop, who denounced
the behavior in his weekly sermons where conquistadores attended Mass. The Bishop complained that they then fled from his
sermons, no longer going to church, but attending banquets on Sundays, taking with them indigenous women by force. Because of
his strong critique of the injustices, cruelty, thievery and corruption especially of those in charge of the Government of Mexico
City, Bishop Zumárraga was threatened and lies were made up about him to discredit him and to try to have him replaced.

In 1529, one year and four months before the apparitions of Our Lady of Guadalupe to Juan Diego, Bishop Zumárraga wrote to
the king to tell him that the situation was so bad that only a miracle of God could save the situation and the earth: "si Dios no
provee con remedio de su mano está la tierra en punto de perderse totalmente." The missionaries prayed for a miracle.

The situation which resulted from the Conquest, and the discord which existed among the Spaniards gave no possibility of a way
out; it could have resulted in a cataclysm of one world against the other--the Spaniards who felt questioned by their consciences
and the indigenous who showed in their sorrow a profound fatalism. Only an intervention of another magnitude could create a new
people, a new race.

Shortly thereafter, God did provide the remedy to what might have been the total destruction of a civilization and culture through
Mary, the Virgin of Guadalupe, sent to Juan Diego to bring God's message to the Bishop, and through him, to all of the continents
of America, leaving her own image, pregnant with the child Jesus, on his tilma as a sign of new life.

When she appeared several times to Juan Diego to ask Bishop Zumárraga to build a church in her honor, the Señora del Cielo, as
Juan Diego called her, affirmed the dignity of an oppressed people in an unmistakable way. She herself appeared with dark skin,
speaking Nahautl, the forbidden language, affirming God's love for Juan Diego and his people.
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There was no need for the Spanish missionaries to publicize the news of the apparition among the native people. They quickly
arrived by the thousands asking to be baptized.

The oral testimony and tradition about the apparitions and about Juan Diego was overwhelming. As theologian Virgil Elizondo of
San Antonio wrote recently in the Texas Catholic Herald (August 9, 2002, p. 13), "It might seem silly to even ask the question
(about Juan Diego's existence) when there are no doubts about his existence in the minds and hearts of the faithful. The constant
tradition of the faithful gives testimony of his existence. However, some historians who question the authenticity of the entire
Guadalupe tradition think that he is simply a legendary character created by the accounts of the apparitions first published in 1649
by Luis Laso de la Vega. Nothing could be further from the truth.

"First of all, the accounts published in 1649 were like an edited book composed of accounts that had been written much earlier.
The earliest account of the apparitions and of Juan Diego's role in them was written by the native Nahuatl scholar Antonio
Valeriano in the late 1500's-only a few years after the apparitions. This account is known as the Nican Mopohua. It is more
probable that he recorded in a very precise and poetic way the account narrated by Juan Diego himself. Another account, the
Nican Moctepana, was written by Mestizo Fernando Ixtlilxochitl in 1590. These manuscripts of the earliest account, along with
many others, can be found in the Lennox collection of the New York Public Library.

"We also have the Codex Escalada which is a Nahuatl pictographic account which was only recently discovered and which dates
to 1548. Juan Diego is visibly present in this pictographic narration of the Guadalupe events. This document has been subjected to
several scientific tests and all of them indicate that it is an original of that period of time."

Bishop Zumárraga's corres-pondence to Spain and to Rome from the time also clearly reported that a great event had taken place.

"The light of the Star of the Evangelization was revealed as a moment of intervention of God in human history. If human persons,
in spite of the divine intervention, continued with their limitations, infidelities and betrayals; there is no doubt that immediately
after the date of the apparitions a marvelous change in regard to the conversions of the indigenous and the change of attitude of the
Spaniards took place. A change in the depth of being of the inhabitants of Mexico.

"Fray Juan de Zumárraga, Bishop of Mexico, was the first person to manifest a radical change in soul and in courage. As we have
seen before, in 1529 Zumárraga showed a great anguish, impotence and worry, not only that the indigenous might return to their
idolatrous rites, but because of the disaster that his own brother Spaniards were causing, to whom it mattered little to go against
the priests, even in the most elemental principles of their mission. After 1531,

Zumárraga, showing a totally different attitude, wrote a letter to Hernán Cortés saying: And now I understand in my proceedings
and in writing to Veracruz. It is impossible to write the joy of all. With Salamanca it is not necessary to write. I sent the Father
Guardian to Cuernavaca. An Indian goes to Brother Toribio and all will be in praise of God … and all laudent nomen domini
(praising the name of the Lord)…' "I want to give the name to the Iglesia Mayor (major church) the title of the Conception of the
Mother of God. On such a day God and his Mother have desired this mercy for this land that you won…." (Letter from Bishop
Zumárraga to Hernán Cortés).

"Mariano Cuevas, who published this document, offers some commentaries: 'the Bishop, coming out of his habitual seriousness
and serenity of character … gives Cortés such a news, or better, presupposes his knowledge of this news about which "one cannot
write the joy of all and all laudent nomen domini. It meant the great joy of the people, who were celebrating with religious feasts
and expressed clearly a favor granted by the Most Holy Virgin, near the day of the Immaculate Conception; an extraordinarily
great favor, granted to the land conquered by Hernán Cortés and very related to the Immaculate Conception.' Cuevas, after making
an exhaustive examination to clarify the date, concludes that this document was written at the end of December of 1531. Certainly,
the Bishop elect, Fray Juan de Zumárraga, manifested a great difference in spirit and courage between the letter of 1529 sent to the
king, which was signed as 'the anxious and mournful elect,' and this one of 1531 to Cortés in which he exclaimed, signing himself
as 'the rejoicing elect.'

"But this letter is not the only manifestation of the important change which occurred at the end of 1531; there is another clear,
concrete, objective sign that this joy penetrated to the depths: the conversions of the indigenous people, which from this moment
could be counted in the thousands. This is verified by historical sources; in his Historia de los Indios de la Nueva España, for
example, Friar Toribio Motolinia after pointing out that the hard work of the Franciscans had resulted in a certain number of
baptisms of indigenous people, could not deny that in the first years the Indians remained opposed to converting to Catholicism.
The missionary declared, "there were about five very cold years in Mexico.' Besides, he was conscious of the insignificance of
their resources in the face of the enormity of the work, the terrible problems and the insecurity of whether the conversions were
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sincere; the fear that the Indian piety was a masked idolatry subsisted for a long time in all the missionaries and became for some,
like Friar Diego de Durán, an obsession.

"Motolinia told, however, of the great numbers of natives who asked for baptism after these first years, and in this moment,
inexplicably, by the thousands: 'Friar Juan de Perpiñan and Friar Francisco of Valencia--those baptized by each of these was more
than a hundred thousand…' Motolinia continued counting the thousands and thousands who had been baptized and arrived at the
conclusion that the total for the year of 1536, would be 'until today the baptized are about five million. On his part Friar Juan de
Torquemada in his work Monarquía Indiana gives the information that 'so many were baptized,a thousand in a day.' …

"Without a doubt, this massive conversion of the indigenous people was a surprise for the missionaries … an was their seeking of
not just the sacrament of Baptism, but also Confession: It occurred that-said Mendieta (Fray Gerónimo de Mendieta, Historia
Eclesiastica Indiana)-by the roads, mountains and deserted spots a thousand or two thousand Indians followed the religious, just to
go to confession, leaving behind their homes and properties; and many of them pregnant women, and so many that some had their
babies on the way, and almost all carrying their children on their backs. Other elderly people who could hardly stand even with a
supporting stick, and blind people, walked 15 or twenty leagues to search for a confessor. The healthy came thirty leagues, and
others went from monastery to monastery, more than eighty leagues. Because on every side there was so much to do, they found
no entry. Many of them brought their women and children and their little food, as if they were moving to another area. And they
sometimes waited one or two months . . .

The numbers seeking baptism were so great that the missionaries stopped the baptisms to write to Rome to ask how to proceed in
such an unprecedented situation.

One reason, according to Chavez, that there was not immediate great publicity among the Spaniards of the apparitions was the
concern of confusion of Mary, Juan Diego's Señora del Cielo with idolatry. She did, after all appear on the hill called Tepeyac,
where devotion to a goddess had existed. Not all of the Franciscans embraced the apparitions. One who actively opposed devotion
to Our Lady of Guadalupe was Fray Bernardino de Sahagún, who called it a "satanic invention," because of his fear that the
idigenous would return to their old idols. Chavez argues that this rejection and silence among some missionaries, rather than
undermining the truth of the apparitions, actually shows that the devotion was not something brought from Spain to subjugate the
Indians and trick them into embracing Catholicism:

"This silence and direct rejection of the first missionaries, appeared to be something contrary to the devotion, but this is not so, in
fact, it helps to confirm that the Guadalupana of Mexico was not a devotion brought by the Spaniards in order to conquer the
Indians, because this silence of the first missionaries and even their direct attack against the devotion would be contradictory. Our
Lady of Guadalupe is a devotion which arose from Tepeyac and only is similar in name to that of Extremadura, Spain" (pp.131-
132).

After the apparitions, Juan Diego dedicated his life to the service of Christ and to Our Lady of Guadalupe, requesting and
receiving Bishop Zummáraga's permission to build a small house or hut next to the church which had been built in Our Lady's
honor. He lived there the rest of his life, sweeping and keeping the place clean, recounting the story to those the many who visited.
He was respected throughout the indigenous population as a saint from the beginning.

Devotion to Our Lady of Guadalupe led to the formation of a new people: 'We have the answer to the problem of color which
confronts the East and the West,' Archbishop Miranda, primate of Mexico said to us in an interview on the last day. 'Our Lady
answered it then. There is no problem in Mexico. Where there was the Indian, there is now the Mexican. There is a new people, a
new race. There was intermarriage from the first."

Our Lady of Guadalupe is for all people, however, especially all of the Americas. Juan Diego continues spreading to the entire
world the great Guadalupan Happening, a great message of peace, of unity and love that continues to be transmitted through each
one of us, converting our poor human history, full of tragedies, betrayals, divisions, hatred, wars, in a marvelous History of
Salvation, because in the center of the sacred image, in the center of the heart of the Most Holy Virgin Mary of Guadalupe is
found Jesus Christ Our Savior. It is precisely she, the Mother of God, our Mother, who presents her son Jesus Christ, brings him to
us among flowers and songs, robed in the sun, dressed in stars, standing on the moon, among the clouds like a great treasure who
comes from the invisible and which in her is made visible. It is she who, choosing a humble native Indian, Juan Diego, who had
had little time to embrace the faith, invites us to embrace our God and Lord. "Juan Diego completes fully his work as intercessor
and model of holiness, because each one who contemplates the image and message of Our Lady of Guadalupe brings us the love
of God, through which we prepare ourselves as other 'Juan Diegos' who treat the Mother of God as our Mother, our Niña del
Cielo" (182-183).
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The Eyes of Our Lady of Guadalupe

This is the story of a miracle that took place in what is now Mexico City.

In 1525, four years after the conquest of Mexico by the Spanish Conquistador Hernán Cortés, an Aztec Indian named
Quauhtlatoatzin was baptized by a Franciscan priest who gave him the Christian name, Juan Diego.

Before the Spaniards brought the Church to the people of “Mexica”, the Aztec and Myan Indian populations were, of course,
pagan. The high priests of the Aztec religion offered human sacrifice to their gods. Their principle pagan gods demanding
human blood sacrifice were Texcatlipoca and Huitzilopochtli. Their less-demanding god of sacrifice was Quetzalcoatl, who
did not require human blood sacrifice. They also worshipped the goddess Tonantzin, believed to be a manifestation of the
Earth Mother, Coatlicue.

As many as 20,000 human were sacrificed annually to Texcatlipoca. The hearts of the victims were cut out and laid on the
altar atop the Aztec temple, which, in design, were pyramids that rivaled those of Egypt. Many victims were captured warriors,
but the murdered included thousands of unwanted or conscripted children. Thousands of children were sequestered for the
purposes of slaughter alone.

On December 9, 1531, on Tepeyac hill, in Guadalupe Hildago, near the Aztec capital city of Tenochtitlán, (now Mexico City)
the Blessed Virgin Mary appeared to Juan Diego as a Myan Indian princess. She was dressed in a cinctured royal maternity
robe with an azure-colored middle-Eastern outer mantle and veil. Her mantle was covered with images of stars.

In this apparition, the Blessed Virgin Mary became known as the virgin of Guadalupe because the location of her apparition
was Guadalupe Hildago, now in the northeastern section of Mexico City. The Aztecs called her “te coatlaxopeuhó”; “she who
crushes2 the serpent”.1

Our Lady, the Immaculate Conception, identified herself as the woman in Genesis, who, according to the traditional
translation, “will crush the head of the serpent with her heel.”4 In the Missionary Image portrayed above, one can see that the
left leg is slightly elevated and bent at the knee---as if she were about to step on something. The left moccasin is not showing
from under the royal maternity robe; the toe of the right one is visible.

The Missionary Image of Our Lady of Guadalupe also shows “grand proportions”, or perfect anatomical placement of joints
and limbs. Also by bone measurement, it is revealed that the apparition of the Blessed Virgin of Guadalupe was 4 feet, 8 inches
tall.5 St. Bernadette, at Lourdes in 1858, said that her image of Mary, the Immaculate Conception, was about her height.
Bernadette was 4 feet, 8 inches tall.5

In the native language of Náhuatl, The Blessed Virgin Mary asked Juan Diego to go relate to the local bishop her request that
a church be built on Tepayac hill. When she appeared to Juan again, he told her that the bishop did not believe him. She told
him to return to the bishop the following Sunday and repeat her appeal to him a second time. When the Blessed Virgin
appeared to Juan a third time, he told her that the bishop wanted some proof of her apparitions.
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On December 12th, the Blessed Virgin Mary appeared to Juan for the fourth and last time. Juan’s uncle had been seriously ill
and he was on his way to summon a priest to give him the last rites of the Church. He took an out-of-the-way path to try to
avoid the most holy Mary so that he could accomplish his mission without interruption...so he thought. The Blessed Virgin
appeared to him anyway and told him not to worry; that his uncle would be cured. She said to him:

“No estoy Yo a qui que soy tu Madre?”

(“Am I not here who am your Mother?”)

Here is the text of her message to Juan Diego:

“Listen and let it penetrate your heart, my dear little son. Do not be troubled or weighed down with grief. Do not fear any
illness or vexation, anxiety, or pain. Am I not here who am your Mother? Are you not under my shadow and protection? Am I
not your fountain of life? Are you not in the folds of my mantle? In the crossing of my arms? Is there anything else you need?
Do not let the sickness of your uncle worry you because he is not going to die of his sickness. At this very moment, he is
cured.”1

As for the sign that the bishop requested, the Blessed Virgin of Guadalupe told Juan to pick some Castilian roses that were
growing nearby. Now it was winter and the presence of roses in December, especially at that location, was miraculous. She
told Juan to place the roses in his ayate or tilma, a sort of a front and back over-the-head poncho made out of coarse cactus
cloth. She told him to take the roses to the bishop and not to open his tilma until he was standing before him.

Juan Diego walked obediently into town and went straight to the bishop’s residence. When he was admitted into the presence
of Bishop Zumárraga, Juan opened his tilma right in front of him. The Castilian roses cascaded to the floor between the two
men. In amazement, the bishop brought his hands to his face and fell to his knees; but not at the sight of the roses; he was
astounded at the image of Our Lady of Guadalupe that had been miraculously imprinted on the front of Juan’s tilma. It was
the same image that appears at the beginning of this story.

It is important to realize that Our Lady of Guadalupe was appearing---invisibly, of course--- in the room at the same time that
Juan opened his tilma in front of Bishop Zumárraga. It was this apparition that Our Lady left an image of on Juan’s tilma.
In other words, when we look at the image on Jaun’s tilma, we are seeing the image that the Blessed Virgin of Guadalupe left
for us in order to depict her apparition in the room. Evidence for this is specified in studies of the corneal reflections in the
eyes of the imprint of Our Lady of Guadalupe on Juan’s tilma.

After leaving the bishop’s residence, Juan went home and found that his uncle had been cured, just as the Most Blessed Virgin
had said. In the years following the apparition, because of the graces from God that came through Our Lady of Guadalupe,
almost the entire population of Aztecs and Myans were converted to Christianity.

More than 470 years have passed since Our Loving Mother appeared to Juan Diego on the hill of Tepayac, in a northeast
suburb of what is now Mexico City. During those centuries and decades, three basilicas have been constructed in honor of
Our Lady of Guadalupe. But the story does not end. As Jaun’s tilma endures the centuries, the story of Our Lady of
Guadalupe will continue until the end of time.

* * *

The cactus cloth that made up Jaun Diego’s tilma has a useful life span of about ten to twenty years. After about fifty years
the cloth disintegrates---it breaks up into small pieces. Juan’s tilma continues to hang on display in the Basilica of Our Lady
of Guadalupe in Mexico City. It has survived floods, fires, explosions and other various hazards---for over 470 years.

Over the centuries, science has studied Juan’s tilma. Scientists are always baffled as to how the image of Our Lady of
Guadalupe was applied to the cactus cloth. It is simply too rough in texture to paint visual depictions of tiny and delicate
anatomical structures, such as the cornea of the eye.

In May of 1979, studies by infra-red photography were undertaken by Philip C. Callahan, a research biophysicist at the
University of Florida. He ruled out brush strokes, over-painting, varnish, sizing, or even preliminary drawings by an artist in
the body of the image. Damage from the 1629 flood was apparent at the edges of the tilma. He concluded that the original



13

image on the tilma has qualities of color and uses the weave of the cloth in such a way that the image could not be the work of
human hands.3

Scientists eventually discovered that the eyes of Our Lady of Guadalupe, as imprinted miraculously on Jaun’s tilma, contained
human shapes reflected on the cornea of each eye. With the aid of computer technology, some investigators have imaged
human figures in the corneal reflections. For example, some scientists say that there are four or more persons imaged in the
corneal reflections of the right eye.

For the following presentation we did not use an imaging computer---but simply outlined the scanned corneal images in
Photoshop. The reason that we claim seeing only two human silhouettes in the corneal reflections is that we only outlined
images that were contained within the corneal area of the eye. The sclera, the white portion of the eye, does not reflect images
as does the cornea, which has the dark background of the iris and the pupil to create a mirror effect.

1. Photograph of the image of Our Lady of Guadalupe on Juan Diego's tilma.

This is the photographic print of the image of Our Lady of Guadalupe that we scanned for the following presentation. It is an
extremely high quality fine-grain print that was processed in Mexico City in the 1990s.

However, if one could photographically scan the actual tilma of St. Jaun Diego, one would find that much more information
would be available from the image.

Following are labeled images of the eyes of the apparition that were miraculously imprinted on the tilma of St. Juan Diego.
Every retouched image will be paired with a technically identical un-retouched image.

We will include a footnote at the end of this presentation regarding the technical aspects of the work performed.

Following are retouched (top) and un-retouched (bottom) images of the right and left eyes (look at the corneas):
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2. The above images are the retouched (top) and un-retouched (bottom) reflections on the corneas of both eyes.

Following is the retouched image on the right cornea:

3. The above image is the retouched reflection on the right cornea---of Juan Diego and Bishop Zumárraga. Juan has just
opened his tilma. His hat, hanging from his neck by its lanyard, almost obscures his head.

4. Above, Our Lady of Guadalupe is appearing above Juan and the Bishop. As she views the scene below her, it is reflected on
her corneas. Juan's hat is missing from the above painting, but most certainly he would have had a hat to protect him from the
scorching Mexican sun and sudden tropical rain showers.

Following is the un-retouched image on the right cornea:
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5. Above is the un-retouched reflection on the right cornea. As in No. 3, above, the large area in back of Juan's head could
only be his hat, hanging on his neck by its lanyard, as he is facing the bishop with his head looking down at the image on his
tilma. Notice the reddish photographic print grains where the roses fell. Also, the bishop seems to have reddish grains on his
torso. Digital pixels are not visible. Because the reflections of Juan and the Bishop take up almost the entire surface area of
the right cornea, we may deduce that the Blessed Virgin was very close to the two men; maybe as little as four feet away.

Following is the retouched image on the left cornea:

6. The above image is the retouched reflection on the left cornea. Notice the different positioning of the figures of the left
cornea as from those on the right cornea. This is due to the stereoscopic effect of one eye being nearer an object than the
other eye. Juan and the Bishop were directly in front of, but below, the Blessed Virgin Mary's right eye; as evidenced by each
figure being reflected on either side of the pupil (Nos. 3 and 4, above). Therefore, Our Lady's right cornea shows a frontal
reflection. The left cornea shows a reflection on the inferior-lateral aspect, because the Blessed Virgin's left eye was above
and further away from the two men. This is also evident in image No. 2, above. There appears to be another reflection on the
medial aspect of the left cornea. If so, we have not identified it with this study.

Following is the un-retouched image on the left cornea:

7. The above image is the un-retouched reflection on the left cornea. Notice the reddish photographic grains at the location of
the bishop's torso.
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Because of the commentaries of previous studies performed on the tilma, something should be said about the black figure
(below) appearing on the scans of the right cornea. Upon gross examination with a magnifying glass, this figure, which
appears immediately near the bishop’s back, is most certainly not a reflection of the right cornea, as it appears in a plane in
front of the eye itself. Following is the un-retouched scan of the right cornea:

. The mysterious black figure which appears near the bishop’s back was not retouched. It can be seen in the above scan and in
No. 4 scan, above. There is a spatial difference between the surface of the right cornea and the black figure. This is evident
because the resolutions of the black figure and the surface of the right cornea are obviously dissimilar. This is exactly the
perspective acquired when using a magnifying glass to grossly examine the photographic print. Possible explanations that
have been offered to explain the black figure are: that it is an angel with wings; there are two figures instead of one; it is an
artifact which has attached itself to the tilma after the apparition. We maintain that it is not in the interest of qualifying the
miraculous authenticity of the tilma to investigate the black figure, because, optically, it is plainly anterior to and separate
from, the surface of the right cornea.

The Constellations
There has been a study on Juan Diego’s tilma that concludes that the stars on the mantle of the image of Our Lady of
Guadalupe are in the exact positions of stellar constellations that were in the skies over Mexico in December of 1531. The
following image is a constellation map from a documented source.6 The Missionary Image that has been retouched to enhance
the locations of the stars on the mantle of the image:
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Conclusion

We agree with the general impressions of previous investigations and observations of the tilma of St. Juan Diego, that, in any
age, it would be humanly impossible to construct the image of Our Lady of Guadalupe on coarse cactus cloth, let alone the
minute images within the image itself---without the aid of computer technology. A lengthy dissertation would be required to
discuss the discoveries associated with the examination of the actual image of Our Lady of Guadalupe. This is beyond the
scope of this presentation. After further investigation, we are sure that you will agree with us that the apparitions of Our Lady
of Guadalupe to Juan Diego in February of 1531 are authentic and miraculous.

Deo Gratias!

Áve María, grátia pléna, Dóminus técum; benedícta tu in muliéribus, et benedíctus frúctus véntris túi, Jésus.
Sáncta María, Máter Déi, óra pro nóbis peccatóribus, nunc et in hóra mórtis nóstræ. Amen.

Amen

D E O G R A T I A S!

Servant of God Luisa Piccarreta, “May the Kingdom of Your Divine Will come,
May Thy Will be done on earth as it is in Heaven!”

Saint Annibal, “Pray for us, Oh Lord, Send Holy Apostles into Your Church!”
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