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The Pious Universal Union for the Children of the Divine Will
Official Newsletter for “The Pious Universal Union for Children of the Divine Will –USA”

Come Supreme Will, down to reign in Your Kingdom on earth and in our hearts!

ROGATE! FIAT !

“May the Divine Will always be blessed!”
Newsletter No. 139

December 25, A.D. 2013 – Christmas
Calendar for the Traditional Roman Rite

And it came to pass, that when they were there, her days were accomplished, that she should be delivered.
And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him up in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because

there was no room for them in the inn. And there were in the same country shepherds watching, and keeping the night
watches over their flock. And behold an angel of the Lord stood by them, and the brightness of God shone round about

them; and they feared with a great fear. And the angel said to them:
Fear not; for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, that shall be to all the people: For, this day, is born to you

a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord, in the city of David. And this shall be a sign unto you. You shall find the infant
wrapped in swaddling clothes, and laid in a manger.

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly army, praising God, and saying:
Glory to God in the highest; and on earth peace to men of good will.
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December 6, A.D. 1923 – Saint Nicholas

How did the Bishop of Myra become 'Saint in Bari'? It's a long way from Lycia to the eastern coast of Italy.

St. Nicholas' tomb in Myra was a popular place of pilgrimage. As Myra was a seaport, sailors heard the stories of the
saint's shrine and carried them to many distant places. If a town were fortunate enough to host such a significant religious
site, it enjoyed considerable commercial benefit because pilgrims needed to be housed, fed, and otherwise provided for.
After Myra fell under the control of the Seljuks, who were not sympathetic to Christian faith, Italian merchants in both
Venice and Bari, saw an opportunity to bring such advantage to their cities. Their motives were opportunistic, but also
spiritual, as there was real fear that pilgrimage could become difficult and dangerous or that the shrine might even be
desecrated.

Early in 1087, three ships with sailors and merchants from Bari
stopped in Myra on their way home from Antioch. When they
visited Nicholas' tomb, the monks showed them where
the manna was extracted. The sailors then asked where the
saint's body lay. The monks, perhaps naively, showed them.
But the monks became suspicious and questioned the visitors
about their intentions, "Surely you do not intend to take the
saint's remains to your own region? If so, we won't allow it."
However, in the end the Barians prevailed and broke open the
tomb with an iron bar. The sailors spirited the bones away to
the ship, escaping just ahead of the townspeople coming in hot
pursuit.

The men of Bari sailed away on the long voyage back to the
southeast coast of Italy. Before getting there, they stopped at a
nearby port to make a beautiful box (casket) to hold the
saint's relics. When they arrived in Bari, May 9, 1087, the
townspeople thronged to the harbor to welcome the saint's
remains. The returning men made a solemn vow to build a magnificent church to honor St. Nicholas.

The crypt was completed by October 1089 and Pope Urban II laid the relics of St. Nicholas beneath the crypt's altar,
consecrating a shrine that became one of medieval Europe's great pilgrimage centers. The main church was built in ten
years, but it wasn't until the middle of the 12th century that the imposing and majestic Basilica di San Nicola was
complete. It is a particularly fine example of Romanesque architecture and served as a prototype for many other churches
and cathedrals.

Crypt, Basilica San Nicola di Bari
Photo: Centro Studi Nicolaiani

St. Nicholas' Tomb in the crypt, Basilica
San Nicola di Bari Photo: Centro Studi

Nicolaiani

As many faithful pilgrims journeyed to Bari to honor St. Nicholas, he became known as Saint in Bari. Pilgrims were
particularly attracted because the tomb continued to exude the manna of the saint just as it had in Myra. From the earliest
time St. Nicholas devotees have asked for protection and health in mind and body through the use of the manna (click for
more). It was diluted and made available in bottles decorated with images of the saint. Over the centuries a unique art of
painting these glass bottles developed in Apulia. Every year the translation of the Nicholas relics to Bari is celebrated with
a great festival which culminates in the extraction of the manna by the rector of the Basilica.

St. Nicholas Church, Myra (Demre, Turkey)
Photo: Anglican World/JMR
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The Manna of Saint Nicholas —from the Centro Studi Nicolaiani di Bari

The "manna of Saint Nicholas" which was once commonly called 'oil' is actually transparent pure water that is formed in
the tomb of the Saint in the crypt of the Basilica in Bari.

This phenomenon is not easily explainable. It is absolutely excluded that there is some kind of infiltration of water from
the outside for it has been proven that the casket containing the bones of the Saint is impermeable.

Notwithstanding the various solutions that are arrived at from numerous hypothesis forwarded,
whether supernatural or natural explanations of the phenomenon, the manna is an
authentic relic, because it is a liquid that remained in contact with the bones of the Saint, and
therefore explains the very reason why there is such a great devotion springing up from this
relic.

The manna also exuded in the tomb of the Basilica of Myra immediately after the death of
Saint Nicholas, as attested to by numerous biographies and eulogies, all are in accord of the
exemplary virtue of the miracle worker. The Legends of the translation likewise affirm that the
urn containing the remains of Saint Nicholas of Myra was full of "manna". After the
translation to Bari the phenomenon continued uninterruptedly. It is also fully proven that the
pilgrims coming to Bari, are attracted to the tomb of the Saint in view of the fact that the
"manna" is famous because of the miracles St. Nicholas accomplishes through it.

Between 1954 and 1957, the authenticity that this liquid truly came from the bones of the
Saint, as was commonly held, was put into question. In 1954, because of the renovation being
done in the crypt, the tomb was opened and the bones were exhumed. Then they were placed
inside an urn, where it remained exposed to the public to see and venerate for three years in the
hall of the treasures (of the Saint in the Basilica). Sometimes it was observed that the bones
"perspired" a certain kind of fluid; one time the linen sheet which held the relics was found to
be soaking wet when the mortal remains of St. Nicholas were re-interred in the tomb. This

linen cloth has been preserved up to this day.

Hand painted Manna Bottles in the
Treasury,

Photos: Marcus VanKan Used by
permission

Basilica di San Nicolas, Bari, Italy

From 1980 onwards the manna is formally extracted every May 9, the Feast of the Translation (of the relics from Myra to
Bari), by the Rector of the Basilica, in the presence of the delegate of the Pope, the Archbishop of Bari, an
Orthodox Bishop, Civil Authorities, the Clergy and Faithful, after the solemn celebration of the Eucharist. The Bishop
gives the blessing and after him the Orthodox Bishop too, to the excited assembly of the faithful, with the crystal vial
containing the freshly extracted precious liquid, artistically hand painted and is called "glass of St. Nicholas." The annual
output of pure "santa manna" is no more than about 50 ml.

Hand painted Manna
Bottle, icon image
St. Nicholas Center
Collection
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Extracting the manna, 2012

The devotees from time immemorial have always recourse to the Protector Saint to ask for
health in mind and body, by using the "manna". The liquid distributed to the faithful is holy
water in which the "pure santa manna" was mixed. This liquid, conserved in ampules, are
taken in as a drink or sprinkled in the part of the body that is suffering from an illness. The
Baresian families, from an ancient tradition, kept them as a relic in big bottles designed by
local artists depicting episodes from the life, miracles and protection of the Saint. These bottles
are very precious whether in the area of religious devotion or cultural-artistic heritage.

The pious use of the manna is a source of hope and health for those who trustingly abandon
themselves to God and true devotion to the Saint of Myra, beseeching his intercession and
special protection. Recourse to the virtues of the miracle worker of this liquid leaves in
anyway a sign that strengthens the Christian faith and the witness of good works.

The relics of Saints (and the manna is a unique relic of St. Nicholas), like the Sacraments, are
spiritual helps for us believers to enliven our faith and to sustain us in the midst of our human
weakness.

Translated from the Italian by Fr. Winston Fernandez-Cabading, OP
—from the Centro Studi Nicolaiani di Bari, used by permission

Miraculous & Weeping Icons

Mosaic St. Nicholas Icon, Stavronikita Monastery
Photo: Macedonian Heritage
Used by permission

Weeping Icon, Hempstead, New York,
St. Paul Cathedral, 2008
Weeping Icon in Donetsk
Donetsk, Ukraine, 2006
Weeping Icon, Antwerp
Paroisse de la Nativite du Christ, Antwerp, 2006
Weeping Icon, Michigan City, Indiana
St. George the Great Martyr Orthodox Church, 1996
Weeping Icon, Tarpon Springs
St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral, Tarpon Springs, Florida, 1970s
Saint Nicholas of the Oyster, Mount Athos, Greece
Stavronikita Monastery, 1553

Hand painted Manna
Bottle, Bari image
St. Nicholas Center
Collection
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Feast of the Immaculate Conception
December 9, A.D. 2013

Novus Ordo*

December 8, A.D. 2013
Calendar for the Traditional Roman Rite

The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception celebrates the saving work of God in preserving the Blessed Virgin Mary
from the stain of original sin. Because of His foreknowledge that Mary would consent to bear Christ, God kept Mary free
from original sin from the moment of her conception in the womb of her mother, Saint Anne. (See Who Was Born
Without Original Sin? for more details.) What is the date of the Feast of the Immaculate Conception 2013?

Immaculate Conception would normally fall on Sunday, December 8, 2013. However, since that is the Second Sunday in
Advent 2013, the celebration of the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception is transferred to the next day, Monday,
December 9, 2013. Even though the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception will be celebrated on a Monday in 2013, it
is still a Holy Day of Obligation.
Nine months ago, Mary was immaculately conceived in the womb of her mother, St. Anne, by her father St. Joachim. The
Feast of that Immaculate Conception, 8 December, is a much greater Feast than today's (it's a Holy Day of Obligation, in
fact); but we recall Mary's birthday, too -- the birth of the woman destined by God from the beginning of time to be born
of the House of David and the Tribe of Judah, the women whose enmity toward Satan was spoken of as far back as
Genesis, the woman whom St. John saw crowned with stars and with the moon at her feet, the woman whom God chose to
bear His Son and bring life to the world. With today's Feast, the line between the Old and New Testaments has been
crossed; the New Covenant is imminent!

Today's Feast is one of the only three birthdays honored in the liturgical year (the others being that of St. John the Baptist
and that of Jesus Christ Himself, all three born without original sin, though only Mary and Jesus were free from sin at the
moments of their conceptions). We know little about Mary's birth and youth, most of our information coming from the
apocryphal Gospel of the Nativity of Mary (translated from the Hebrew by St. Jerome, A.D. 340-420), the Protevangelium
of St. James (dated to ca. A.D. 125), and the visions of various mystics through the years.

There are no specific traditions today, aside from those offered on all Marian Feasts, such as a recitation of the Little
Crown of the Blessed Virgin Mary or the Litany of Loreto

http://catholicism.about.com/od/holydaysandholidays/p/Imm_Conception.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/baltimorecatechism/f/Question_47_BC.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/baltimorecatechism/f/Question_50_BC.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/baltimorecatechism/f/Question_50_BC.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/beliefsteachings/p/Who-Was-Born-Without-Original-Sin.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/beliefsteachings/p/Who-Was-Born-Without-Original-Sin.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/holydaysandholidays/a/2013_Advent_Cal.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/Catholic-Dictionary/g/Holy-Days-Of-Obligation-Definition-Of-Holy-Days-Of-Obligation.htm
http://www.fisheaters.com/gospelofmary3.html
http://www.fisheaters.com/protoevangelium3.html
http://www.fisheaters.com/protoevangelium3.html
http://www.fisheaters.com/littlecrown.html
http://www.fisheaters.com/littlecrown.html
http://www.fisheaters.com/litanyloreto.html
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The Immaculate Conception in the Divine Will

Book of Heaven December 8, A.D. 1938 (the last writing of Luisa in the Volumes)
The Immaculate Conception and the new birth of all.

…After this, I was doing my round in the acts of the Divine Volition. How many surprises in this Will, so Holy.
It is this Will, which most awaits the creature keeping her aware of all Its works, letting her know how much It loves her,
and offering her everything It does. It fidgets to give without ceasing, and It is content with a little 'I love you' from the
creature in return. Then I arrived at the Conception of my Mother and Queen: how many wonders. And my sweet Jesus
continued: "My blessed daughter, today is the Feast of the Immaculate Conception. It is the most beautiful Feast, the
greatest one for Us - for Heaven and for earth. In the act of creating this Celestial Creature from nothing, we made
such prodigies and wonders that the Heavens and the earth remained completely filled. We called everyone - nobody
was put aside, so that all could be reborn together with Her. It was the new birth of everyone and everything.

Our Divine Being overflowed so much that, in the act of her conception, we put at her disposal seas of love, of
sanctity and light, with which she could love all, make saints of all, and give light to all. The Celestial Little One felt
an innumerable population being reborn in her little Heart. And what did our Paternal goodness do? First, we
donated her to ourselves, so that we could delight and court Her, and She could delight and court us; then, we donated
Her to every creature. Oh! How much She loved us, and loved all - with such intensity and fullness that there is no
point in which Her love does not arise. The whole Creation - the Sun, the wind, the sea, are filled with the love of this
Holy Creature, because they too felt reborn with Her to new glory. They even had the great glory of possessing their
Queen, to the extent that when She prays to us for the good of Her people with a love which we cannot resist, she says:
'Adorable Majesty, remember that You offered me. I am yours and I am theirs too; so, by right, you must grant what I
ask.'"

Fiat!!!
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Christmas Was Never a Pagan Holiday

Around this time of year we are bombarded with anti-Catholic propaganda questioning the blessed day of Christ’s birth as
December 25. This date, we arrogantly are told, was originally a pagan holiday. The Early Church “chose” it to
“Christianize” a Roman feast of the Sun. According to this theory, the Christmas date was only established in the 4th
century, when we have the first evidence of the Nativity being celebrated in Rome in 336. The conclusion: The origins of
Christmas are pagan, and we do not really know the date the Savior of mankind was born.

Let us not be too quickly impressed with these lies whose aim is solely to diminish the homage we pay Our Lord Jesus
Christ and to denigrate the Catholic Church. In fact, the opposite is true. It is the thesis of the pagan origins of Christmas
that is a myth without historical substance.

No ancient Roman festivals on December 25 - The notion that Christmas had pagan origins began to spread in the 17th
century with the English Puritans and Scottish Presbyterians, who hated all Catholic things. The Puritans hated
Catholicism so much that they revolted against the so-called Anglican church because, even with their heresies, they
considered it still too similar to the Catholic Church. They abhorred the feast days and in particular, they detested the
Christmas feast with its joyous ceremonies, celebrations and customs. Since the Bible gave no specific date of Christ’s
birth, the Puritans argued that it was a sinful contrivance of the Roman Catholic Church that should be abolished.

Later, Protestant preachers like the German Paul Ernst Jablonski tried to demonstrate in pseudo-scholarly works that
December 25 was actually a pagan Roman feast, and that Christmas was yet another instance of how the medieval
Catholic Church ‘paganized’ and corrupted ‘pure’ early Christianity.

Around the same time, the Jesuit Jean Hardouin with his eccentric theory of universal forgery that put in doubt every
historical source known, backed the Puritans on their theory of Christmas having pagan origins. But his research was
largely discredited given his absurd affirmations. For example, he maintained all the Church Councils that took place
before Trent were fictitious and almost all the classical texts of ancient Greece and Rome were false, made by monks in
the 13th century. Such assertions are blatantly absurd, given the countless source documents demonstrating the opposite.

The two principal claims for Christmas having pagan origins pretend that the early Church chose December 25 in order to
divert Catholics from Roman pagan festival days. The first claim pretends that it replaced the ancient Roman holiday of
Saturnalia, a time of feasting and raucous merry-making held in December in honor of the pagan god Saturn.

Now, the Saturnalia festival always ended on December 23 at the latest. Why would the Catholic Church, to diverge the
attention of her faithful from a pagan celebration, choose a date two days after that party had already ended and whoever
wanted had already overindulged? It makes no sense. No serious scholar believes this claim.
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Christmas established before the pagan Sun festival - The second claim is that the Catholic Church established
Christmas on December 25 to replace a solar feast invented by Emperor Aurelian in 274 AD, the Dies Natalis Solis
Invicti (Birth of the Unconquered Sun). The fact that Christmas entered the world calendar (the accepted Roman
calendar) in 354 – which was after the establishment of the pagan feast – does not necessarily mean the Church chose that
day to replace the pagan holiday. Two principal reasons concur with this conclusion:

First, one must not simply assume that the early Christians only began to celebrate Christmas in the 4th century. Until the
Edict of Milan was published in 313, Catholics were persecuted and met in catacombs. Hence, there was no public
festivity. But they celebrated Christmas among themselves before that Edict, as hymns and prayers of the first Christians
confirm .

Second, this claim is based on unsound assumptions. As scholar Thomas Talley points out in his book The Origins of the
Liturgical Year, Emperor Aurelian inaugurated the festival of the Birth of the Unconquered Sun trying to give new life – a
rebirth – to a dying Roman Empire. It is much more likely, he argues, that the Emperor’s action was a response to the
growing popularity and strength of the Catholic religion, which was celebrating Christ’s birth on December 25, rather than
the other way around.

There is no evidence that Aurelian’s celebration preceded the feast of Christmas, and more reason to believe that
establishing this festival day – which never won popular support and soon died out – was an effort to give a pagan
significance to a date already of importance to Roman Catholics.

Dates based on the Scriptures - But let us leave the realm of conjecture and return to historical records. There is ample
evidence to demonstrate that, even though the Christmas date was not made official until 354, clearly it was established
long before Aurelian instituted his pagan feast day.

The conception of St. John the Baptist is the historical anchor to know the date of Christmas, based on the detailed
and careful calculations on dates made by first Fathers of the Church. The early tractatus De solstitiia records the
tradition of the Archangel Gabriel appearing to Zachariah in the High Temple when he was serving as high priest
on the Day of Atonement (Lk 1:8). This placed the conception of St. John the Baptist during the feast of
Tabernacles in late September, as the Archangel Gabriel said (Lk 1:28) and his birth nine months later at the time
of the summer solstice.

Since the Gospel of Luke states that the Archangel Gabriel appeared to the Virgin Mary in the sixth month after
John's conception (Lk 1:26), this placed the conception of Christ at about the time of the spring equinox, that is, at
the time of the Jewish Passover, in late March. His birth would thus be in late December at the time of the winter
solstice.

That these dates, based on Tradition and Scripture, are trustworthy is confirmed by recent evidence taken from the Dead
Sea Scrolls, whose authors were very concerned about calendar dates, essential for establishing when the Torah feasts
should be celebrated. The data found in the Scrolls make it possible to know the Temple’s rotating assignment of priests
during Old Testament times and show definitely that Zachariah served as a Temple priest in September, thus confirming
the tradition of the Early Church.

The Catholic Church determined March 25 as the date of Our Lord’s Conception long before Aurelian decided to make
his solar feast. For example, around 221 AD, Sexto Julio Africano wrote the Chronographiai in which he affirmed that
the Annunciation was March 25. Once the date of the Incarnation was established, it was a simple matter of adding nine
months to arrive at the date of Our Lord’s birth - December 25. This date would not be made official until the late fourth
century, but it was established long before Aurelian and Constantine. It had nothing to do with pagan festivals.

We can be certain that the first Catholic apologists and Fathers of the Church, who lived very close to the time of the
Apostles, were fully aware of the dates associated with the birth of Our Lord Jesus Christ. They had all the calendar
sources at hand and they would not allow any untruth to be introduced in the Catholic liturgy. The date of Christ’s birth
was transmitted by them as being December 25, a Sunday.

Addressing the verse of Luke 2:7, Fr Cornelius a Lapide comments on the architecture of this choice: “Christ was born
Sunday, because this was the first day of the world. … Christ was born on Sunday night, in keeping with the order of
His marvels, so that the day on which He said Let there be light, and there was light, was the same day on which, at
night, the light shone in darkness for the upright of heart, that is, the sun of justice, Christ the Lord.”
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Where was the Birth Place of the Lord Jesus?

The Basilica of the Nativity in Bethlehem
The Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem is a major Christian holy site, as it marks the traditional place of Christ's birth.
It is also one of the oldest surviving Christian churches.

In the Bible
The birth of Jesus is narrated in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke. Matthew gives the impression that Mary and Joseph
were from Bethlehem and later moved to Nazareth because of Herod's decree, while Luke indicates that Mary and Joseph
were from Nazareth, and Jesus was born in Bethlehem while they were in town for a special census. Scholars tend to see
these two stories as irreconcilable and believe Matthew to be more reliable because of historical problems with Luke's
version.

But both accounts agree that Jesus was born in Bethlehem and raised in Nazareth. According to Luke 2:7 (in the
traditional translation), Mary "laid him in a manger because there was no room for them in the inn." But the Greek can
also be rendered, "she laid him in a manger because they had no space in the room" — we should perhaps imagine Jesus
being born in a quiet back room of an overflowing one-room house.

The gospel accounts don't mention a cave, but less than a century later, both Justin Martyr and the Protoevangelium of
James say Jesus was born in a cave. This is reasonable, as many houses in the area are still built in front of a cave. The
cave part would have been used for stabling and storage - thus the manger.

History
The first evidence of a cave in Bethlehem being venerated as Christ's birthplace is in the writings of Justin
Martyr around 160 AD. The tradition is also attested by Origen and Eusebius in the 3rd century.

In 326, Constantine and his mother St. Helena commissioned a church to be built over the cave. This first church,
dedicated on May 31, 339, had an octagonal floor plan and was placed directly above the cave. In the center, a 4-meter-
wide hole surrounded by a railing provided a view of the cave. Portions of the floor mosaic survive from this period. St.
Jerome lived and worked in Bethlehem from 384 AD, and he was buried in a cave beneath the Church of the Nativity.
The Constantinian church was destroyed by Justinian in 530 AD, who built the much larger church that remains today.
The Persians spared it during their invasion in 614 AD because, according to legend, they were impressed by a
representation of the Magi — fellow Persians — that decorated the building. This was quoted at a 9th-century synod in
Jerusalem to show the utility of religious images.

Muslims prevented the application of Hakim's decree (1009) ordering the destruction of Christian monuments because,
since the time of Omar (639), they had been permitted to use the south transept for worship.

http://www.sacred-destinations.com/israel/bethlehem
http://www.sacred-destinations.com/israel/nazareth.htm
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The Crusaders took Jerusalem on 6 June 1009. Baldwin I and II were crowned there, and in an impressive display of
tolerance the Franks and Byzantines cooperated in fully redecorating the interior (1165-69). A Greek inscription in the
north transept records this event.

The Church of the Nativity was much neglected in the Mamluk and Ottoman periods, but not destroyed. Much of the
church's marble was looted by the Ottomans and now adorns the Temple Mount in Jerusalem. An earthquake in 1834 and
a fire in 1869 destroyed the furnishings of the cave, but the church again survived.

In 1847, the theft of the silver star marking the exact site of the Nativity was an ostensible factor in the international
crisis over the Holy Places that ultimately led to the Crimean War (1854–56).

In 1852, shared custody of the church was granted to the Roman Catholic, Armenian and Greek Orthodox churches. The
Greeks care for the Grotto of the Nativity.

http://www.sacred-destinations.com/israel/jerusalem-temple-mount
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JESUS' SWADDLING CLOTHES

These Holy Relics are located in the “Shrine of Mary” in the Aachen Cathedral, frequently referred to as the
"Imperial Cathedral" (in German: Kaiserdom), is a Roman Catholic church in Aachen,Germany. The church is the

oldest cathedral in northern Europe and was known as the "Royal Church of St. Mary at Aachen" during the Middle
Ages. For 595 years, from 936 to 1531, the Aachen chapel was the church of coronation for 30 German kings and 12

queens. The church is the episcopal seat of the Diocese of Aachen

The Shrine of St. Mary rests in the choir of the church and dates from 1220-1239. Adorned with the figures of Christ,
Mary, Charlemagne, Pope Leo III and the Twelve Apostles, the shrine contains the four great Aachen relics: St. Mary's

cloak, Christ's swaddling clothes, St. John the Baptist's beheading cloth and Christ's loincloth. Following a custom begun
in 1349, every seven years the relics are taken out of the shrine and put on display during the Great Aachen Pilgrimage.

This pilgrimage most recently took place during June 2007 the next will be held in June 2014

This relic of the Christ’s swaddling clothes is a thick and closely milled, brown material, which almost has the appearance
of felt. In the period between pilgrimages it is folded up three times. When unfolded, it has a trapezoid shape. Its upper
edge has a semi-circular neck opening. In Aachen, it has been said for a long time that this swaddling cloth of Jesus was
made out of the holy Joseph's shoe material. The "slippers of the holy Joseph" are said to have been sewn together in a
kind of "muff" closed on three sides. Precisely this tradition is a sign that the swaddling cloth of Jesus should remind us

above all of his poverty. During the pilgrimage, the swaddling clothes remain tied together with a silk ribbon.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aachen
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Germany
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cathedral
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Europe
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coronation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_German_monarchs
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diocese_of_Aachen
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The Holy Crib

Reliquary of the Holy Crib

Under the high altar of the basilica of Saint Mary Maggiore, is the Crypt of the Nativity or Bethlehem Crypt, with a

crystal reliquary designed by Giuseppe Valadier said to contain wood from the Holy Crib of the nativity of Jesus

Christ.[36] Here is the burial place of Saint Jerome, the 4th-century Doctor of the Church who translated the Bible into

the Latin language (the Vulgate).[37]

Basilica di Santa Maria Maggiore

The Basilica di Santa Maria Maggiore (English: Basilica of Saint Mary Major, Latin: Basilica Sanctae Mariae
Maioris),[2] or church of Santa Maria Maggiore, is the largest Catholic Marian church in Rome, Italy. Other churches in
Rome dedicated to Mary include Santa Maria in Trastevere, Santa Maria in Aracoeli, and Santa Maria sopra Minerva, but
the greater size of the Basilica of Saint Mary Major justifes the adjective by which it is distinguished from the other 25.

Altar of Sistine Chapel and Oratory of the Nativity
Fragments of the sculpture of the Nativity believed to be by 13th-century Arnolfo di Cambio were transferred to beneath
the altar of the large Sistine Chapel [36] off the right transept of the church. This chapel of the Blessed Sacrament is named
after Pope Sixtus V, and is not to be confused with the Sistine Chapel of the Vatican, named after Pope Sixtus IV. The
architect Domenico Fontana designed the chapel, which contains the tombs of Sixtus V himself and of his early
patron Pope Pius V. The main altar in the chapel has four gilded bronze angels by Sebastiano Torregiani, holding up
the ciborium, which is a model of the chapel itself. Beneath this altar is the Oratory or Chapel of the Nativity, on whose
altar, at that time situated in the Crypt of the Nativity below the main altar of the church itself, Saint Ignatius of
Loyola celebrated his first Mass as a priest on 25 December 1538

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Sacra_culla.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Giuseppe_Valadier
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus_Christ
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus_Christ
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basilica_di_Santa_Maria_Maggiore#cite_note-Inside-40
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Jerome
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doctor_of_the_Church
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bible
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vulgate
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basilica_di_Santa_Maria_Maggiore#cite_note-Destinations-41
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:SantaMariaMaggiore_front.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Santa_Maria_Maggiore_(Rome)_06.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basilica_di_Santa_Maria_Maggiore#cite_note-3
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic_Marian_church
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rome
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Maria_in_Trastevere
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Maria_in_Aracoeli
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Maria_sopra_Minerva
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arnolfo_di_Cambio
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basilica_di_Santa_Maria_Maggiore#cite_note-Inside-40
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Sixtus_V
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sistine_Chapel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apostolic_Palace
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Sixtus_IV
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Domenico_Fontana
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Pius_V
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ciborium_(architecture)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Ignatius_of_Loyola
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Ignatius_of_Loyola
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The Novena of Holy Christmas

The mystical phenomena that affected Luisa Piccarreta were not related to the writing of her diaries; in fact, the Servant of
God, even before she start writing her diaries, she was gratified by the visions of Our Lord and the Blessed Virgin. For
example, the mystical marriage occurred before Luisa began to write. With the prohibition of writing, the spiritual life of
Luisa continued normally as before, but that was the most intense of her spirituality, because Luisa had reached perfection
in the Divine Will that a creature could reach: Luisa lived only faith.

It was Luisa’s second official confessor, Fr. Gennaro de Gennaro, who made a most essential contribution. On February
28, 1899, he gave her the “obedience” to write all that the Lord Jesus and the Virgin Mary communicated to her. Only
then did Luisa overcome her reluctance to make public her interior experiences. Consequently, she wrote - with great
effort and unwillingly for over forty years - 14,000 pages of diaries which were later gathered into 36 volumes, as well as
hundreds of letters and other writings. In the year of 1903, Luisa completed the 1st volume of her life, up to the point on
February 28, 1899 when she was given the obedience to write It is very interesting to note that what Luisa starts with is
“Christmas” the Novena of Holy Christmas.

Book of Heaven – Volume I

I begin. With a Novena of Holy Christmas, at the age of about seventeen, I prepared myself for the Feast of Holy
Christmas, by practicing various acts of virtue and mortification; and, especially, by honoring the nine months which
Jesus spent in the maternal womb with nine hours of meditation each day, always concerning the mystery of the
Incarnation.

As for example, for one hour, with my thought, I brought myself to Paradise, and I imagined the Most Holy Trinity: the
Father, sending the Son upon earth; the Son, promptly obeying the Will of the Father; the Holy Spirit, consenting. My
mind was confused in contemplating a mystery so great, a love so reciprocal, so equal, so strong among Themselves and
toward men; and then, the ingratitude of men, and especially my own. I would have remained there, not for one hour, but
for the whole day; but an interior voice told me: "Enough – come and see other greater excesses of my love."

Then, my mind brought itself into the maternal womb, and remained stupefied in considering a God so great in Heaven,
now so annihilated, restricted, constrained, as to be unable to move, and almost even to breathe. The interior voice told
me: "Do you see how much I have loved you?" O please, make Me a little space in your heart; remove everything
which is not Mine, so you will give Me more freedom to move and to breathe." My heart was consumed; I asked for His
forgiveness, I promised to be completely His own, I poured myself out in crying; but – I say this to my confusion – I
would go back to my usual defects. Oh Jesus, how good You have been with this miserable creature!

In this way I would spend the second hour of the day, and then, so forth with the rest – I would be annoying if I told them
all. And I would do this sometimes kneeling, and sometimes, when I was impeded by my family, also while working. In
fact, the interior voice gave me no respite and no peace if I did not do what it wanted; therefore, work was not a hindrance
for me to doing what I had to do. In this way I spent the days of the novena, and when the eve came, I felt ignited
more than ever, with unusual fervor. I was alone in the room, and all of a sudden Little Baby Jesus came before me
– all beautiful, yes, but shivering, in the act of wanting to hug me. I stood up and ran to hug Him, but in the act of
squeezing Him He disappeared from me – and this occurred as many as three times. I remained so moved and ignited that
I cannot explain it. But then, after some time, I did not take it much into account. I did not tell anyone, and from time to
time I would fall into my usual defects. However, the interior voice never left me again; in everything it reprimanded
me, it corrected me, it encouraged me – in a word, the Lord acted with me like a good father, whose child tries to deviate
from the right path, and He uses all diligence and care to hold him back, so as to make of him His honor, His glory, His
crown. But, oh Lord, too ungrateful have I been with You!

So, from the beginning, the Divine Master began to strip my heart of all creatures, and through an interior voice, He
would tell me: "I am all that is beautiful and that deserves to be loved. See, if you do not remove this little world that
surrounds you – that is, thoughts of creatures, imagination – I cannot enter freely into your heart. This murmuring in
your mind is a hindrance to letting you hear my voice more clearly, to pouring my graces, to truly enamoring you of
Me. Promise Me that you will be all Mine, and I Myself will put my hand in the work. You are right that you can do
nothing. Do not fear, I will do everything; give Me your will - this is enough for Me."
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December 25 – Christmas in the Divine Will

Letter of Luisa No. 38 - In this night of Holy Christmas, let us say, from the heart, a big and repeated "Fiat". In this
way we will prepare a feast for the Divine Little One and He will bring us His own, so we will celebrate together His

adorable birth... Now, I braid all the daughters together with the mother and I send my wishes to all, by praying to the
Divine Infant that He will bring His Fiat to all the sisters, giving you the kiss of the Fiat (...)

most affectionately yours,
the little daughter of the Divine Will

Book of Heaven - December 26, A.D. 1923 - For one who lives in the Divine Will it is always Christmas, and the
mysteries of the Life of Jesus are a continuous act

I went through most bitter days because of the privation of Jesus. I felt like a most vile rag which Jesus had put
aside because it was disgusting to Him, so dirty as it was. In my interior, I heard say: "In my Will there are no rags, but
everything is Life – and Divine Life. A rag is torn, becomes dirty, because it does not contain life; instead, in my Will,
which contains life and gives life to all, there is no danger that the soul may be torn to pieces, or even less get dirty."

Not paying attention to this, I thought to myself: ‘What beautiful Christmas holidays Jesus is making me spend! It
shows how much He loves me!’

And He, moving in my interior, added: "My daughter, for one who does my Will, it is always Christmas. As the
soul enters my Will, I am conceived in her act; as she performs her act, I develop my Life; as she completes it, I rise
again, and the soul remains conceived in Me, develops her life in Mine, and rises again in my own acts. See, then, how
Christmas holidays are for those who, once a year, prepare and place themselves in my Grace, and so they feel
something new about my Birth within them. Bur for one who does my Will it is always Christmas: I am born again in
each one of her acts. So, would you want Me to be born in you once a year? No, no - for one who does my Will, my
birth, my Life, my Death and my Resurrection must be a continuous act, which is never interrupted; otherwise, what
would be the difference, the immeasurable distance, from the other sanctities?"
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Deum de Deo, Lumen de Lumine

Day Twenty-one
The Queen of Heaven in the Kingdom of the Divine Will.

Rising Sun. Full Midday: the Eternal Word in our Midst
The Queen of Heaven in the Holy Divine Will – The Blessed Virgin Mary to Luisa Piccarreta - Italy

Now listen, my child; little Jesus, in spasms of love, was in the act of taking the step to come out to the light of the day.
His anxiousness, His ardent sighs and desires to embrace the creature, to make Himself seen, and to look at her in order to
enrapture her to Himself, gave Him no more respite. And just as one day He had put Himself on the lookout at the doors
of Heaven in order to enclose Himself in my womb, so was He now in the act of putting Himself on the lookout at the
doors of my womb, which was more than heaven. And so the Sun of the Eternal Word rises in the world and forms in it
the full midday. There will be night no longer for poor creatures, nor dawn, nor daybreak – but always sunshine, more
than at the fullness of the day.

Your Mama felt She could no longer contain Him within Herself. Seas of light and love inundated Me, and just as I
conceived Him within a sea of light, within a sea of light He came out of my maternal womb. Dear child, for one
who lives of Divine Will everything is light, and everything converts into light. Enraptured in this light, I awaited to
hug my little Jesus in my arms, and as He came out of my womb, I heard His first loving wailings. The Angel of the Lord
placed Him in my arms and I squeezed Him so very tightly to my Heart; I gave Him my first kiss and little Jesus gave Me
His. Enough for now; tomorrow I will wait for you again, to continue the narration of the birth of Jesus.

Mary of Agreda – Spain
Book 4, Chapter 4 - The Mystical City of God, The Divine History and Life of The Virgin Mother of God
CHRIST OUR SAVIOR IS BORN OF THE VIRGIN MARY IN BETHLEHEM, JUDA
…The most holy Mary remained in this ecstasy and beatific vision for over an hour immediately preceding her divine
delivery. At the moment when She issued from it and regained the use of her senses She felt and saw that the body of the
infant God began to move in her virginal womb; how, releasing and freeing Himself from the place which in the course of
nature He had occupied for nine months, He now prepared to issue forth from that sacred bridal chamber. This movement
not only did not cause any pain or hardship, as happens with the other daughters of Adam and Eve in their childbirths; but
filled Her with incomparable joy and delight, causing in her soul and in her virginal body such exalted and divine effects
that they exceed all thoughts of men. Her body became so spiritualized with the beauty of heaven that She seemed no
more a human and earthly creature. Her countenance emitted rays of light, like a sun incarnadined, and shone in
indescribable earnestness and majesty, all inflamed with fervent love. She was kneeling in the manger, her eyes raised
to heaven, her hands joined and folded at her breast, her soul wrapped in the Divinity and She herself was entirely deified.
In this position, and at the end of the heavenly rapture, the most exalted Lady gave to the world the Only begotten of the
Father and her own, our Savior Jesus, true God and man, at the hour of midnight, on a Sunday, in the year of the creation
of the world five thousand one hundred and ninety-nine (5199), which is the date given in the Roman Church, and which
date has been manifested to me as the true and certain one. At the end of the beatific rapture and vision of the Mother
ever Virgin, which I have described above, was born the Sun of Justice, the Only begotten of the eternal Father and of
Mary most pure, beautiful, refulgent and immaculate, leaving Her untouched in her virginal integrity and purity and
making Her more godlike and forever sacred; for He did not divide, but penetrated the virginal chamber as the rays
of the sun penetrate the crystal shrine, lighting it up in prismatic beauty.
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The infant God therefore was brought forth from the virginal chamber unencumbered by any corporeal material
substance foreign to Himself. But He came forth glorious and transfigured for the divine infinite wisdom decreed
and ordained that the glory of his most holy soul should in his Birth overflow and communicate itself to his body,
participating in the gifts of glory in the same way as happened afterwards in his Transfiguration on mount Tabor
in the presence of the Apostles (Matth. 17, 2). This miracle was not necessary in order to penetrate the virginal
enclosure and to leave unimpaired the virginal integrity; for without this Transfiguration God could have brought this
about by other miracles. Thus say the holy doctors, who see no other miracle in this Birth than that the Child was born
without impairing the virginity of the Mother. It was the will of God that the most b1essed Virgin should look upon the
body of her Son, the God-man, for this first time in a glorified state for two reasons. The one was in order that by this
divine vision the most prudent Mother should conceive the highest reverence for the Majesty of Him whom She was to
treat as her Son, the true God-man. Although She was already informed of his two-fold nature, the Lord nevertheless
ordained that by ocular demonstration She be filled with new graces, corresponding to the greatness of her most holy Son,
which was thus manifested to Her in a visible manner. The second reason was to reward by this wonder the fidelity and
holiness of the divine Mother; for her most pure and chaste eyes, that had turned away from all earthly things for love of
her most holy Son, were to see Him at his very Birth in this glory and thus be rejoiced and rewarded for her loyalty and
beautiful love.

Anne Catherine Emmerich -- the German mystic
The Birth of Christ
The light which surrounded the Blessed Virgin became more and more brilliant: the light of the lamp prepared by
Joseph could not be seen. When the hour of midnight arrived Mary was transported in an ecstasy. I saw her raised
a certain height from the ground; she had her hands crossed upon her breast. The light kept increasing around
her; everything seemed to feel a joyful emotion, even things inanimate. The rock which formed the floor and the
wall of the grotto were, as it were, alive with light. But soon I saw no more of the roof; a luminous path, whose
brightness continually increased, went from Mary to the highest heaven. Then was there a marvelous movement of
the celestial glories, which, approaching nearer and nearer, appeared distinctly under the form of the angelic
choirs. The Blessed Virgin, raised from the earth in her ecstasy, prayed and turned her eyes to her God, of whom
she had become the mother, and who, a feeble new-born infant, was lying on the ground before her.

I saw Our Saviour like a little shining infant, whose brilliance eclipsed all the surrounding splendour, lying upon
the rug before the knees of the Blessed Virgin. He seemed to me very small, and to grow larger before my eyes; but
this was only the radiance of a light so dazzling that I can scarcely say how I could see it.

The Blessed Virgin remained some time in ecstasy. Then I saw her place a linen cloth over the child; but she did not touch
Him nor take Him yet into her arms. After a short time I saw the Infant Jesus move, and I heard Him cry. It was then that
the Blessed Virgin recovered the use of her senses. She took the child, wrapped it in the linen cloth with which she had
covered it, and took it in her arms against her breast. I believe that she suckled it. I then saw angels around her in human
form prostrate themselves before the new-born and adore Him.

About an hour had elapsed since the birth of the child, when Mary called Saint Joseph, who was still praying with his face
to the ground. Approaching, he prostrated himself, full of joy, humility, and fervor. It was only when Mary had induced
him to press to his heart the sacred gift of the Most High, that he rose, received the Infant Jesus in his arms, and returned
thanks to God with tears of joy.

Then the Blessed Virgin swathed the Infant Jesus. Mary had only four linen cloths with her. I then saw Mary and Joseph
sitting on the ground near each other. They did not speak, but seemed absorbed in contemplation. Before Mary, swathed
as an ordinary child, was laid the new-born Jesus, beautiful and bright as lightning. “Ah!” I exclaimed, “this place
contains the Salvation of the whole world, and no one can doubt it.”

They then placed the infant in the crib. They had re-filled it with rushes and beautiful plants, on which they had spread a
coverlet. It was above the trough, hollowed in the rock to the right of the entrance to the grotto, which became larger there
in a southerly direction. When they had placed the infant in the crib they both stood at the side, shedding tears of joy and
chanting songs of praise. Joseph then arranged the sleeping couch and seat of the Blessed Virgin by the side of the crib. I
saw her, both before and after the birth of Jesus, dressed in a white garment, which completely covered her. I saw her
during the first days sitting, kneeling, standing, or even lying on her side, and sleeping; but neither ill nor fatigued.
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December 26, A.D. 2013 - Feast of Saint Stephen
Calendar for the Traditional Roman Rite

The festival in honor of the holy protomartyr St. Stephen was instituted by the Church on the occasion of the discovery of
his precious remains. His body lay long concealed, under the ruins of an old tomb, in a place twenty miles from
Jerusalem, called Caphargamala, where stood a church which was served by a venerable priest named Lucian. In the year
415, on Friday, the 3rd of December, about nine o'clock at night, Lucian was sleeping in his bed in the baptistery, where
he commonly lay in order to guard the sacred vessels of the church. Being half awake, he saw a tall, comely old man of a
venerable aspect, who approached him, and, calling him thrice by his name, bid him go to Jerusalem and tell Bishop John
to come and open the tombs in which his remains and those of certain other servants of Christ lay, that through their
means God might open to many the gates of His clemency.

This vision was repeated twice. After the second time, Lucian went to Jerusalem and laid the whole affair before Bishop
John, who bade him go and search for the relics, which, the Bishop concluded, would be found under a heap of small
stones which lay in a field near his church. In digging up the earth here, three coffins or chests were found. Lucian sent
immediately to acquaint Bishop John with this. He was then at the Council of Diospolis, and, taking along with him
Eutonius, Bishop of Sebaste, and Eleutherius, Bishop of Jericho, came to the place. Upon the opening of St. Stephen's
coffin the earth shook, and there came out of the coffin such an agreeable odor that no one remembered to have ever
smelled anything like it.

There was a vast multitude of people assembled in that place, among whom were many persons afflicted with divers
distempers, of whom seventy-three recovered their health upon the spot. They kissed the holy relics, and then shut them
up. The Bishop consented to leave a small portion of them at Caphargamala; the rest were carried in the coffin with
singing of psalms and hymns, to the Church of Sion at Jerusalem. The translation was performed on the 26th of
December, on which day the Church hath ever since honored the memory of St. Stephen, commemorating the discovery
of his relies on the 3d of August probably on account of the dedication of some church in his honor.

Reflection.—St. Austin, speaking of the miracles of St. Stephen, addresses himself to his flock as follows: "Let us so
desire to obtain temporal blessings by his intercession that we may merit, in imitating him, those which are eternal."
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December 27, A.D. 2013 - Feast of Saint John the Apostle & Evangelist
Calendar for the Traditional Roman Rite

To St. John we owe a Gosple, three Epistles and the Apocalypse, with the most beautiful pages on the Divinity of the
Word made flesh; for this reason he is symbolized by the eagle which soars in the heights. On the Cross Our Lord Jesus
Christ entrusted His Most Holy Mother Mary to St. John: ”Woman, behold thy son.”

St. John only escaped a violent death by the special protection of God, and which made many believe that the beloved
disciple would not die. Actually he did not depart this life until all the other apostles had passed away.

The great love which St. John bore to his God and Redeemer, and which he kindled from his Master’s Divine breast,
inspired him with the most vehement and generous charity for his neighbor. Without the sovereign love of God no one
can please Him. “He that loveth not, knoweth not God, for God is charity.” [I John 4: 8] “Let us therefore love God,
because God first hath loved us.” [I John 4: 19] This is the first maxim in a spiritual life, which this apostle most tenderly
inculcates. The second is that our fidelity in shunning all sin, and in keeping all God’s commandments, is the proof of our
love for God, [I John 3, 4, etc.] but especially a sincere love for our neighbour is its great test. “For he that loveth not his
brother whom he seeth, how can he love God whom he seeth not?” says St. John. [I John 4: 20]

St. John teaches us that to attain to this heavenly and Christian disposition, to this twofold charity towards God and
towards our neighbour for His sake, we must subdue our passions and die to the inordinate love of the world and
ourselves. St. John’s hatred and contempt of the world was equal to his love of God, and he cries out to us, “My little
children, love not the world, nor the things which are in the world. If anyone loves the world the charity of the
Father is not in him.”

Book of Heaven - September 14, A.D. 1899
One morning – it was the day of the Exaltation of the Cross – my sweet Jesus transported me to the holy sites; and first,
He told me many things about the virtue of the cross. I don’t remember all, but just a few things: "My beloved, do you
want to be beautiful? The cross will give you the most beautiful features that can possibly be found, both in Heaven
and on earth; so much so, as to enamor God, who contains all beauties within Himself."

Jesus continued: "Do you want to be filled with immense riches - not for a short time, but for all eternity? Well then,
the cross will administer to you all kinds of riches - from the tiniest cents, which are the little crosses, up to the greatest
amounts, which are the heavier crosses. Yet, men are so greedy to earn a temporal penny, which they soon will have to
leave, but do not give a thought to earning one eternal cent. And when I, having compassion for them, in seeing their
carelessness for all that regards eternity, kindly offer them the opportunity - instead of cherishing it, they get angry and
offend Me. What human madness – it seems that they understand it upside down. My beloved, in the cross are all the
triumphs, all the victories, and the greatest gains. You must have no aim other than the cross, and it will be enough for
you, in everything. Today I want to make you content; that cross which until now has not been enough to lay you on
and crucify you completely, is the cross that you have carried up to now. But since I have to crucify you completely,
you need new crosses which I will let descend upon you. So, the cross you have had until now, I will bring to Heaven,
to show it to the whole celestial court as pledge of your love, and I will make another one descend from Heaven – a
larger one, to be able to satisfy the ardent desires I have upon you."
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While Jesus was saying this, that cross which I had seen the other times made itself present before me. I took it and I laid
myself on it. As I was in this way, the Heavens opened and Saint John the Evangelist came down, carrying the cross
that Jesus had indicated to me. The Queen Mother and many Angels, when they arrived near me, lifted me from that
cross and placed me over the one which they had brought me, which was much larger. Then, an Angel took the cross I had
before and took it to Heaven with him. After this, with His own hand, Jesus began to nail me to that cross; Queen Mama
assisted me, while the Angels and Saint John were handing the nails. My sweet Jesus showed such contentment, such
joy in crucifying me, that just to be able to give that contentment to Jesus, I would have suffered not only the cross, but
yet more pains. Ah! it seemed to me that Heaven was making new feast for me, in seeing the contentment of Jesus. Many
souls were freed from Purgatory and took flight toward Heaven, and quite a few sinners were converted, because my
Divine Spouse let everyone participate in the good of my sufferings. Who can tell, then, the intense pains I felt while
being stretched so well over the cross, and pierced through by the nails in my hands and feet? But especially the feet – the
atrocity of the pains was such that they cannot be described. When they finished crucifying me and I felt I was swimming
in the sea of pains and sufferings, Queen Mama said to Jesus: "My Son, today is a day of grace - I want You to let her
share in all of your pains. There is nothing left but to pierce her heart through with the lance, and to renew for her the
crown of thorns." So, Jesus Himself took the lance and pierced my heart through; the Angels took a crown of thorns, well
thickened, and handed it to the Most Holy Virgin – and She Herself drove it into my head.

What a memorable day that was for me – of sufferings, yes, but of contentments; of unspeakable pains, but also of
joy. It is enough to say that the intensity of the pains was such, that for that entire day Jesus did not move from my side,
but remained close to me in order to sustain my nature, which was failing at the liveliness of the pains. Those souls from
Purgatory who had flown up to Heaven, descended together with the Angels and surrounded my bed, cheering me with
their canticles, and thanking me affectionately because through my sufferings I had freed them from those pains….

Book of Heaven – October 9 A.D. 1921
In the last Supper Jesus gave Luisa the place of honor between Himself and St. John. He gave Himself as food to all,
in order to receive food from all. The will of man is that which makes him more like His Creator. The human will is
the depository of all the works of man.

I was thinking about the act in which Jesus had the Last Supper with His disciples, and my lovable Jesus told me in my
interior: “My daughter (Luisa), while I was having supper with My disciples, I was surrounded not only by them, but by
the whole human family. I had all creatures near Me, one by one; I knew them all, and I called them by name. I
(Jesus) also called you (Luisa), and I (Jesus) gave you the place of honor between Me and John, constituting you
(Luis) the little secretary of My Will.

And as I divided the lamb, in offering it to My Apostles, I gave it to all and to each one. That lamb, bled dry, roasted,
cut to pieces, spoke about Me; it was the symbol of My Life and of how I was to reduce Myself for Love of all. And I
wanted to give it to all as delicious food, which represented My Passion, because everything I did, said and suffered
was converted by My Love into food for man. But do you know why I called everyone and gave the lamb to all?
Because I too wanted food from them. I wanted everything they would do to be food for Me. I wanted the food of their
love, of their works, of their words – of everything.” And I: ‘My Love, how can it be that our works become food for
You?’ And Jesus: “It is not on bread alone that one can live, but on everything to which My Will gives virtue of
making one live. If bread nourishes man, it is because I want it so. Now, whatever the creature disposes with her will to
make of her work – that is the form which it assumes. If with her work she wants to form food for Me, she forms food
for Me; if Love, she gives Me Love; if reparation, she forms reparation. And if in her will she wants to offend Me, she
makes of her work the knife to wound Me, and maybe even to kill Me.”

Then He added: “The will of man is that which makes him more like His Creator. In the human will I placed part of
my Immensity and of my Power, and giving it the place of honor, I constituted it queen of the whole of man and
depository of all of his works. Just as creatures have chests in which they keep their things to maintain them secured,
the soul has her will in which to keep and secure all that she thinks, says and does. Not even one thought will be lost.
What she cannot do with her eyes, with her mouth, with her works, she can do with her will – in one instant she can
will a thousand goods and a thousand evils. The will makes her thought fly up to Heaven, to the farthest places and
deep into the abysses. She might be prevented from working, from seeing, from speaking, but she can do all this in her
will. Whatever she does and wants, forms an act which remains deposited in her own will. Oh, how the will can be
expanded! How much good and how much evil can it not contain? This is why, among all things, I want the will of
man: because if I have this, I have everything – the fortress is conquered.”
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December 28, A.D. 2013 - Feast of the Holy Innocents
Calendar for the Traditional Roman Rite

(Childermas)

In the second chapter of the Book of Matthew is recorded the story of the Massacre of the Holy Innocents, an event which
recalls the Pharaoh's instructions to midwives during the time Israel was enslaved in Egypt:

Exodus 1:15-16, 22:
And the king of Egypt spoke to the midwives of the Hebrews: of whom one was called Sephora, the other Phua,
Commanding them: When you shall do the office of midwives to the Hebrew women, and the time of delivery is come:
if it be a man child, kill it: if a woman, keep it alive...

...Pharao therefore charged all his people, saying: Whatsoever shall be born of the male sex, ye shall cast into the river:
whatsoever of the female, ye shall save alive. Moses was saved from this murder when his mother placed him in a little
ark and floated him in the river. Moses's sister watched from afar as the Pharaoh's daughter found the child (Exodus 2).
The massacre from which Moses was spared is a type, a foreshadowing, of the massacre of the holy innocents that took
place soon after Christ was born.

As to the slaughter of the Innocents in the New Testament, first some background: Herod the Great, the Governor of
Galilee, was an Idumean Jew whom History describes as an extremely cruel man: he was a man who killed several of his
wives and his own sons when he suspected they were plotting against him. Challenges to his power were met with a swift
and final response, and he even tried to ensure that his cruel campaigns survived him when he arranged that on the day he
went on to his eternal reward, hundreds of men in the area would be killed so that there would be mourning at his funeral.
Though this arrangement was never carried out, it speaks well of Herod's nature.

And during this tyrant's reign, the Magi -- whose adoration of Baby Jesus is remembered on the Epiphany (6 January) and
its Eve (Twelfthnight) -- saw the Star of Bethlehem and went to Jerusalem, asking where the new King of Jews may be
found. Herod heard of their asking around about the newborn King and, calling the high priests to find out about this
Child, was informed that it was prophecied that the Child would be born in Juda. Threatened by this prophecy, he sent for
the Magi to find the Child and report back so he could go and "worship," too. The Magi found Jesus but, knowing Herod's
heart after having it revealed to them in a dream, didn't go back to tell Herod of His wherabouts.

Meanwhile, the Holy Family, warned through St. Joseph who was visited by an angel in a dream, makes their flight into
Egypt. Herod became enraged at the Wise Men's "betrayal," and killed all the baby boys in Bethlehem who were two
years old and younger. The fourth day of Christmas commemorates these baby boys, who are considered martyrs -- the
very first martyrs (St. Stephen, whose Feast was commemorated 2 days ago, was the first martyr of the Church Age). As
Bethlehem was a small town, the number of these Holy Innocents was probably no more than 25, but they are glorious
martyrs who died not only for Christ, but in His place. Vestments will be red or purple in mourning, and the Alleluia and
Gloria will be supressed at Mass.

Every child killed by voluntary abortion in our own age is a Holy Innocent. Every politician who supports this
killing, implicitly or explicitly, carries on the evil act of Herod

http://www.fisheaters.com/customschristmas8.html
http://www.fisheaters.com/epiphanyeve.html
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Prayer Requests – December A.D. 2013

Prayers are placed on the altars of the Chapels of the Divine Will - Each prayer is remembered every day at the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass where
Luisa is invoked for her intercession

Popes Francis & Benedict (SI), Luisa Piccarreta ( to be declared Blessed – God’s Peace on earth – end to abortion), Mother Gabrielle Marie
& Benedictine Daughters (Support & Vocations), Eugenie (SI) , Donna, Summer, Dustin, Chris & Family (SI), Jack and Gail (SI), Kaeln
Boos (recovery), George (SI), Dr. Ramon Sanchez (SI), Edwin J.P, (SI), Peter H. (SI), Sammy and Dewayne (SI), Judith Marie (Family &
SI), Clair Marie (SI), Nicole, Carly, Jake, Tad (SI), Nicole’s Father and Lisette (hip, hearing & conversion), Nephew (SI), Frank Kelly
(protection/mission/back), Rose Patak (broken arm), Jerry Gouthro (eyesight), Dannette, Bobbie and Mikela (SI), Fr. Hennessee (SI).
Michal Therese (employment), Lifers - Linda – Mura- Mary M, Jeff, Cheryl (SI), Ann (endometrial cancer), Paul S (SI), Fr. Peter D (SI),
Fr. Celso (SI), Bud (SI), Fr. Lou (SI) Gary Z (SI), Sam Fuma (SI), Muriel & Gene (SI -family), JJ Rosana Garcia Family (SI), Liz Ann
Garcia (SI), Aida Garcia (Health), Jamie Garcia (SI), Ana Ramos (SI), Christina (SI), robert (SI), Ninfa (SI), Sylvester (SI), Sandy. Karen,
Kurt, Olivia (SI). Ann , Scott, Jacob & Samuel (SI), Fr. Mancini (SI), Jerry, Donsey & family (SI), Jennifer Raczck (SI), Fr. Denis D (SI),
Linda Burke (SI), Hilda Lopez & family (SI), Unice & David (SI), Meg & Tony (SI), Carol Braun (back recovery), John Braun (SI), Fran &
Judy O’Brien (SI), Diane (SI), Charlotte & Rose Hafley (SI), Earl Duque Family & Aniela (SI), Nicholette Gottlinger and family (SI),
Anita Ramos (SI), Helen (SI), Troy (SI), Fr. Javier (SI), Fr. Carlucci (SI), Jennie (SI), Teresa (SI), Frank Ramirez. (SI), Sara (SI), Fr.
Larry Gross (cancer), Ezekiel (cancer), Anne (SI), Jim Slighter (SI), Jeannette Slighter (SI), Robert B (SI), Maddy (SI), Aaron G
(recovery), Jean Sweeney (recovery), Matthew (recovery), Caleb (autoimmune), Alicia (rehab), James Sliter (shingles), Jeanette Sliter (SI),
Deirdre Murphy (surgery), Lorraine (SI), Maria Guadalupe Rodriguez (SI), Jospeh Ryan (parlyzed), Al (cancer), Fred Sagor (Leukemia),
Joseph Stanton (SI), Maureen Roche (ICU), Sue (bother), Jeanette (Antonie), Casey (SI), Agnes (SI), Pastor Saeed (freedom), Pat Smith
(SI), Patty (SI), Tommy Lyle (SI), Jenanne (SI), Brandon (coma), Thomas Peters (recovery), Randy (Amir Hekmati, Asia Bibi , Pastor
Youseff Nadarkhani, Malala Yousafzai, Rimsha Masih, Sajjad Masih, Dr. Shakil Affridi. Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl, Bob Levinson, nuns and
orphans convent in Maalula), Jack (SI), Donna and Patsy (SI), Alicia Ogdon (SI), Jackie (SI), White Rose Women's Center (SI), Rosanna
Lugo (sister Grace’s recovery), The Philippines (recovery), Scott Fredrick (SI), Margaret Mary Krohn (knee replacement), Tanya (SI),
Connie Newton (SI), Alex (migraines), Leila (breast cancer), Tina (SI), Beth (recovery), Gary Smith (bladder cancer), Mary Jo (SI),
Theresa (CJD), Lou Ann (tumor), Darlene (SI), Megan (employment), Tim Shine (SI), Dee Dries (SI), Marge Kelly (SI), Tony (heart
surgery), Doug G. (back pain), Caroline (SI), Muriel (SI), Bill Franklin (stroke), Deirdre Murphy (recovery), Jeanette Sliter (recovery),
Zuzzana Fennell (SI), Peter Kania (recovery), Doug Nelson (back), Vern Walls (recovery), Vivian (chemo), Mark (diabetes), Meghan
(recovery), Suzanne (SI), Josephine Mosera (recovery), Rick Tassin (SI), Bruce (SI), Sister Laura Mercier (SI), Mary Jane (SI), Mr. Ed
Slattery (cancer),

Pray for the souls of – Randy, Rosemary Huther, Steve White, Alicia Ogden, Rev. John Vincent Rosse, Maureen Nalle, Fred Spott. Dorthy
Shaffer, Gretchen, May the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, Rest in peace

Book of Heaven – March 22, A.D. 1938 – The last sign of Love at the point of death.
“My Goodness is such, wanting everyone saved, that I allow the falling of these walls when the creatures find themselves between life and death –
at the moment in which the soul exits the body to enter eternity – so that they may do at least one act of contrition and of love for Me, recognizing
my adorable Will upon them. I can say that I give them one hour of truth, in order to rescue them. Oh, if all knew my industries of love, which I
perform in the last moment of their life, so that they may not escape from my more than Paternal hands – they would not wait for that moment,

but they would love Me all their life.”

D E O G R A T I A S!

Servant of God Luisa Piccarreta, “May the Kingdom of Your Divine Will come,
May Thy Will be done on earth as it is in Heaven!”

Saint Annibale, “Pray for us, Oh Lord, Send Holy Apostles into Your Church!”
God, our Father, please send us Holy Priests, all for the Sacred and Eucharistic Heart of Jesus, all for the Sorrowful and

Immaculate heart of Mary, in union with Saint Joseph. Amen.

Contact Information E-mail: 333444@earthlink.net Website: www.padrebucci.com

mailto:333444@earthlink.net
http://www.padrebucci.com/
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The Benedictine Daughters of Divine Will

Dear Friends in Christ,

We hope you are all having a blessed Advent season!

I have attached a beautiful Christmas Novena...it officially starts on December 17th, but can also be used for
daily reflections throughout all of Advent.

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! May we long for the coming of Jesus in each
of our hearts not just during these next few weeks, but every moment of our lives. God bless you and be assured
of our continuous prayers.

United in the Sacred and Immaculate Hearts,

Mother Gabrielle Marie and the Benedictine Daughters of Divine Will

PS: If Our Lord is calling you to contribute financially to the Benedictine Daughters of Divine Will. You can sign
up to make automatic monthly contributions through the “Donations” page of our website…
www.benedictinesofdivinewill.org. When donating by credit card, simply check the box “Make this recurring
(monthly)” to have an amount of your choice automatically debited from your account every month. Or you
can always send monthly checks or money orders to our non-profit organization in the U.S:

The Benedictine Daughters of Divine Will
P.O. Box 1002
Hanceville, AL 35077

No amount is too small, for the Lord always seems to use the little to accomplish the big. We thank you all,
again, for your generosity, but most especially for your prayers. Be assured that each of you remain in our
continuous prayers as well, especially during each of our hours of Eucharistic Adoration. God bless you!

http://www.benedictinesofdivinewill.org/

