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Poverty of the Soul 

July 20 

 
 

III. Poverty of Heart (CCC) 
2544 …Shortly before his passion he gave them the example of the poor widow of 

Jerusalem who, out of her poverty, gave all that she had to live on.336 The 
precept of detachment from riches is obligatory for entrance into the Kingdom of 

heaven. 
 

2546 “Blessed are the poor in spirit.”338 The Beatitudes reveal an order of 
happiness and grace, of beauty and peace. Jesus celebrates the joy of the poor, to 
whom the Kingdom already belongs:339 The Word speaks of voluntary humility 
as “poverty in spirit”; theApostle gives an example of God’s poverty when he says: 

“For your sakes he became poor.”340 
 

Isaias (Isaiah) 48:10 
Behold I have refined thee, but not as silver, I have chosen thee in the furnace of 

poverty. 
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Matthew 5:3 
Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 

From the Book of Heaven 
V1 – “…Even more, I want that, just as I was poor, you also imitate Me in poverty. 
You must consider yourself in this bed as a little poor one; the poor are content 
with anything they have, and they first thank Me, and then their benefactors. The 
same for you: go along with everything that is given to you without asking for this 
or that, which might be a hindrance in your mind; but with holy indifference, 
without thinking of whether it may do good or bad, comply with the will of others." 
 
V2 – Aug. 15, 1899 – “…So, in seeing her nothingness, her miseries and her 
poverty, the soul would feel annihilated, and instead of looking, she would fall 
down, her face to the ground, before that Eternal Sun which no one can face…” 
 
V4 – Mar. 5, 1903 - If someone would become attached to riches, He (Jesus) would 
take from that bundle the cross of poverty and would give it to him; and that 
person, seeing that riches had vanished away from him and he was now poor, 
would comprehend that everything down here is smoke, and that true riches are 
eternal, and so he would attach his heart to everything that is eternal. 
 

From the Twenty Four Hours of the Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
Twenty-Fourth Hour 

Luisa’s Prayer:  Sorrowful Mama,…Begin with me the Maternal Office which Jesus 
has given You on the Cross; let my extreme poverty break through Your Maternal 
Heart, and with Your Own Hands, Enclose me completely in Jesus. 
 

FIAT! 


