
Embracing the Cross 
Gospel Reading for June 19, 2017 

With Divine Will Truths 
Mt. 5: 38-42 

Jesus said to his disciples:  "You have heard that it was said, An eye for an eye 

and a tooth for a tooth.  But I say to you, offer no resistance to one who is evil. 

When someone strikes you on your right cheek, turn the other one to him as well.  

If anyone wants to go to law with you over your tunic, hand him your cloak as well.  

Should anyone press you into service for one mile, go with him for two miles.  Give 

to the one who asks of you, and do not turn your back on one who wants to 

borrow." 

I.Respect for Human Life 
The witness of sacred history 

2262 In the Sermon on the Mount, the Lord recalls the commandment, “You shall 
not kill,”62 and adds to it the proscription of anger, hatred, and vengeance. Going 
further, Christ asks his disciples to turn the other cheek, to love their enemies.63 

He did not defend himself and told Peter to leave his sword in its sheath.64 
 

From the Book of Heaven 
V1 - "My beloved, the cross allows one to distinguish the reprobates from the 
predestined. Just as on the day of judgment, the good will rejoice upon seeing the 
cross, so even now it can be seen whether one will be saved or lost. If, as the cross 
presents itself to the soul, she embraces it, carries it with resignation and patience, 
kissing and thanking that hand which is sending it – here is the sign that she is 
saved. If, on the contrary, as the cross is presented to her, she gets irritated, 
despises it, and even reaches the point of offending Me – you can say that that’s a 
sign that the soul is heading on the way to hell. So will the reprobates do on the 
day of judgment: upon seeing the cross, they will grieve and curse. The cross tells 
everything; the cross is a book that, without deception and in clear notes, tells you 
and allows you to distinguish the saint from the sinner, the perfect from the 
imperfect, the fervent from the lukewarm. The cross communicates such light to 
the soul that, even now, it allows one to distinguish not only the good from the evil, 
but also those who are to be more or less glorious in Heaven – those who are to 
occupy a higher or a lower place. All other virtues remain humble and reverent 
before the virtue of the cross, and grafting themselves to it, they receive greater 
glory and splendor." 

FIAT! 


