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Feast of St. Martha 
Gospel Reading for July 29, 2017 

With Divine Will Truths 
John 11: 19-27 

Many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them about their 
brother [Lazarus, who had died].  When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she 
went to meet Him; but Mary sat at home. 

Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have 
died.  But even now I know that whatever You ask of God, God will give You." 

Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise." 
Martha said to Him, "I know he will rise, in the resurrection on the last day."  
Jesus told her, "I AM the Resurrection and the Life; whoever believes in Me, 

even if he dies, will live, and anyone who lives and believes in Me will never die.  Do 
you believe this?" 

She said to Him, "Yes, Lord.  I have come to believe that You are the Christ, 
the Son of God, the One Who is coming into the world." 

 
Article 3 (CCC) 

WHO WAS CONCEIVED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, BORN OF THE VIRGIN MARY 
Paragraph 1. The Son of God Became Man  

I. Why Did the Word Become Flesh? 
458 The Word became flesh so that thus we might know God’s Love: “In this the 

Love of God was made Manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the 
world, so that we might live through Him.”72“For God so Loved the world that He 

gave His only Son, that whoever Believes in Him should not perish but have 
Eternal Life.”73 

 
From the Book of Heaven 

V4 – Jan. 9, 1903 - "My daughter, in order to comprehend a subject well it 
takes Belief, because without Belief everything is dark in the human intellect. On 
the other hand, the mere Believing turns on a Light in the mind, and by means of 
this Light one can recognize with clarity Truth and falsehood, when it is Grace that 
Operates, when it is nature, and when the devil. See, the Gospel is known to all, but 
who comprehends the meaning of My Words, and the Truths contained in It? Who 
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keeps them in his heart and makes of them a Treasure with which to purchase the 
Eternal Kingdom? One who believes…” 
 

St. Martha 
From:  https://www.fisheaters.com/customstimeafterpentecost5a.html  
Where Scripture leaves off, tradition steps in. We are told that Saints Martha, 
Mary Magdalen, and Lazarus went to southern France in A.D. 48, where St. Mary 
Magdalen retired to a life of penance, and St. Lazarus acted as Bishop of 
Marseilles. St. Martha's life in Europe was a very interesting one according to the 
Golden Legend:  

After the ascension of our Lord, when the disciples were departed, she with her 
brother Lazarus and her sister Mary, also S. Maximin which baptized them, and 
to whom they were committed of the Holy Ghost, 
and many others, were put into a ship without 
sail, oars, or rudder governail, of the paynims, 
which by the conduct of our Lord they came all to 
Marseilles, and after came to the territory of 
Aquense or Aix, and there converted the people 
to the faith. Martha was right facound of speech, 
and courteous and gracious to the sight of the 
people.  
   
There was that time upon the river of Rhone, in a 
certain wood between Arles and Avignon, a great 
dragon, half beast and half fish, greater than an 
ox, longer than an horse, having teeth sharp as a 
sword, and horned on either side, head like a lion, tail like a serpent, and 
defended him with two wings on either side, and could not be beaten with cast 
of stones nor with other armour, and was as strong as twelve lions or bears; 
which dragon lay hiding and lurking in the river, and perished them that passed 
by and drowned ships. He came thither by sea from Galicia, and was engendered 
of Leviathan, which is a serpent of the water and is much wood, and of a beast 
called Bonacho, that is engendered in Galicia. And when he is pursued he casts 
out of his belly behind, his ordure, the space of an acre of land on them that 
follow him, and it is bright as glass, and what it toucheth it burneth as fire.  
 

https://www.fisheaters.com/customstimeafterpentecost5a.html
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To whom Martha, at the prayer of the people, came into the wood, and found 
him eating a man. And she cast on him holy water, and showed to him the cross, 
which anon was overcome, and standing still as a sheep, she bound him with her 
own girdle, and then was slain with spears and glaives of the people.  
 
The dragon was called of them that dwelled in the country Tarasconus, whereof, 
in remembrance of him that place is called Tarasconus, which tofore was called 
Nerluc, and the Black Lake, because there be woods shadowous and black. And 
there the blessed Martha, by licence of Maximin her master, and of her sister, 
dwelled and abode in the same place after, and daily occupied in prayers and in 
fastings, and thereafter assembled and were gathered together a great convent 
of sisters, and builded a fair church at the honour of the blessed Mary virgin, 
where she led a hard and a sharp life. She eschewed flesh and all fat meat, eggs, 
cheese and wine; she ate but once a day. An hundred times a day and an hundred 
times a night she kneeled down and bowed her knees.  

 
   

 

 

   

  

 


