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The Pious Universal Union of the Divine Will
Official Newsletter for the Pious Association of the Divine Will in the USA

Come Supreme Will, down to reign in Your Kingdom on earth and in our hearts!

Newsletter No. 14 – August 2006

Pious Association of the Divine Will in the USA
Formation Date - July 13, 2006

MISSION STATEMENT

The Mission of the Pious Association of the Divine Will in the United States is to make known the life of
the Servant of God Luisa Piccarreta and the spirituality of the Divine Volition as it emerges from the
writings of the Servant of God examined in the light of Divine Revelation and of the Magisterium of the
Church which will lead to the Reign of the Divine Will in the world. The foundation of the Association is
Eucharistic Adoration, Devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary Mother of God and Obedience to the Holy

Catholic Church.

Note: ...This spirituality that distinguishes the life, the speaking, and the writings of the Servant of God is “to live
in the Will of God”, “to be the little daughter of the Divine Volition,” and “the missionary of the Kingdom of the

Will of God” by the light of the affirmation of Jesus: My food is to do the Will of He who has sent me”. (John 4:34).
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LETTER FROM THE NATIONAL DIRECTOR

The Pious Association of the Divine Will in the USA
National Director: Rev. Nicholas J. Mancini

252 East Wood Street
Youngstown, OH 44503

(330) 743- 5291

July 26, 2006

Dear Friends in the Divine Will,

It was so good to see all of you here in Youngstown for our first National meeting of the
Divine Will. It was a very good meeting and many good thoughts and ideas came forth.

Insofar as we desire to live in the Divine Will, we must always be in obedience to the Magisterium
of Holy Mother Church.

All our endeavors, then, must be rooted in what St. Augustine calls the rule of faith; it is the Faith
which judges reason and provides the anchor without which we become unmoored. Thus the Divine Will
is the gift of gifts that God can lavish to souls. The gift of God is realized in the Most Blessed Virgin
Mary we should always love her and honor her as did Luisa.

The Eucharistic is the heart of the Church. As we said in our meeting we should always live in the
Eucharistic love of Jesus, Our Lord and Savior. The Holy Mass, and the Eucharist must always be in our
lives as the great gift of God for us. Luisa lived this in her life, she had a great love for the Holy Mass,
and the Eucharist, let us likewise do the same.

As you and your prayer groups come together, under the direction of a Priest, may what we all
have learned here at our first National meeting now truly unite us in the spirit of the Divine Will and the
Servant of God Luisa Piccarreta. May the Holy Trinity Bless us, and may the prayer taught by Jesus be
lived in our lives. (Our Father, who art in Heaven, hollowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in Heaven………………………)

Fiat;

Rev. Nicholas J. Mancini
National Director
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OHIO MEETING OF THE PIOUS ASSOCIATION OF THE DIVINEWILL
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TRANSCRIPT OF PADRE BUCCI’S CONFERNECE
Conference 1 of 3

Luisa Piccarreta; “The Person”

Luisa Piccarreta was born in Corato the 23rd of April, 1865 and died there in March, 1947.
Her birth, childhood and youth are wrought with various unexplainable phenomena:

 Interior dialogues before the Blessed Sacrament in the church of Santa Maria Greca.
 Tower of desperation, where phenomena that border on the incredible take place: “mysterious youth”,

diabolic temptations, the mulberry tree, the little bridges.
 “Rigor Mortis”, Fr. Loiodice, the lack of understanding of the clergy of Corato, intervention of the

Archbishop, Giuseppe Bianchi Dottula.
 The confessor Fr. Cataldo De Benedittis that puts her in the Third Dominican Order with the name of

Sister Magdalene; he gives her permission to be permanently bed-ridden as victim of expiration for the
sins of mankind.

 Refusal of food, out of obedience she must eat once a day but immediately vomited everything.
 Master of “tombolo” lace-making from which she supported herself and her family.

Daily Life:
Luisa, assisted at daily Mass celebrated in her little room by the confessor assigned to her by the Bishop or by
some other priest who occasionally substituted for him.

She received the Holy Eucharist daily and it was the only food she retained.

After the celebration of the Mass she remained in silence for two hours giving thanks and at about 8 AM many
girls came to her house to learn tombolo lace-making.

Towards noon, they brought her food that the wealthy families of Corato sent her, (often my sister Gemma and I
went to the Cimadomo house to pick up what they had prepared.

Luisa ate very little because the food was generally consumed by her sister Angelina and by her parents, or by
people who later took care of her.

Shortly thereafter, her sister or Fr. Bucci’s aunt Rosaria would come in with a basin and Luisa brought up
everything she had eaten -- the little she had eaten -- entirely and now it had not the odor of vomitus but a
perfumed scent.

After dinner, Luisa would retire to meditate and pray for about three hours. In the late afternoon several pious
women, among whom were the sisters Cimadomo, and they began to pray the holy Rosary in its entirety, with
meditations that Luisa had on the Divine Will.

After everyone had left, Luisa would close herself in prayer. Her little room was closed and during this time
she daily, in obedience to the directives of her confessor who had ordered her to write everything down without
neglecting a single detail, she would write down that which occurred between herself and Our Lord.
The following morning, at about 5 A. M., the caregiver would come into her room to make ready the altar for
Mass while awaiting the arrival of her confessor. Luisa was always seated in her bed with her head tilted to the
right, rigid and immobile as though in rigor mortis.

The confessor approached her bed, made the sign of the cross over her body and she was revived and began her
normal routine.
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If per chance the confessor or any other priest did not come to make the sign of the cross over her body, she
would remain in that rigid state for days.

She needed this priestly authority daily in order to take up her normal life.

For Piccarreta this total dependence on the authority of the priest was an enormous sacrifice and object of great
humiliation, especially when the priests were not available.

The Servant of God repeatedly asked the Lord to be freed from this dependence on priestly authority so as not
to burden them with such a daily commitment.

The Lord comforted her saying: “this is a great privilege that I give you, that of surrendering your entire life,
your entire person, to priestly authority; I have given this privilege to only one other creature, to My Mother”.

Luisa and the authority of the Church

The life of the Servant of God can only be defined as: obedience.

Luisa had to remain her entire life under the tutelage of priestly authority.

One cannot conceive of Luisa Piccarreta except within the jurisdiction of priestly authority. Even in her
physical body, everything had to be given over to the authority of the Church.

Luisa is totally in the hands of the Church that nourishes her and guides her life’s journey.

Luisa is a Catholic woman; she loves the Church; she prays for the Church; she sacrifices herself for the
Church; and yields everything to the Church. This is the way she expressed herself:
“If the Church tells you that my life is a fraud and my writings are false, you must obey the Church and you
must destroy everything; because the Church is the tender mother who loves us with a divine love. The teaching
of the Church is the life of the believer”; (from the notes of Rosaria Bucci).

All those who because of false interpretations of the message of the Servant of God express concepts that are
not in line with the magisterium of the Church, are being prompted by Satan and not by the Spirit of God.

Luisa and the personalities of her time

Luisa was in touch with priests who had a solid priestly formation;

One must not forget that Fr. Cataldo de Benedictis was the first priest to understand that in Luisa, he had before
him a privileged soul and sought to guide her in her initial steps towards saintliness.

It was this priest that allowed Luisa to become the perennial victim of Divine Will keeping always to her bed
for 64 continuous and uninterrupted years.

It was also he who prudently obliged her to eat once a day even if subsequently she brought everything back up.

The other personage to remember is the archbishop of Trani, Archbishop Giuseppe Bianchi Dottula, who
suffered greatly in the upheavals that led to the unification of Italy.

The other priest to influence her life was Fr. Gennaro di Gennaro who in 1898 succeeded Fr. Cataldo de
Benedictis as the confessor of the servant of God. He impressed upon her that out of obedience she was to write
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down everything that happened between Our Lord and the servant of God. Thus began the famous diaries that
were terminated in 1938 when she received the order to no longer write.

From the diaries have come 36 volumes of the highest spirituality, all treating the Divine Will.

Another personage of vital importance was Saint Annibale Maria di Francia, who from 1910 until 1927 became
her spiritual advisor and approved her diaries;

St. Annibale approved, as delegate of Archbishop Giuseppe M. Leo, the first 19 diaries with the Church’s
imprimatur of the Archbishop of Trani.

Therefore the first 19 volumes should have the paternity of the Rogationist fathers.

A personage who stands out is His Eminence, Fernando Cento, one of her devout disciples. Since his youth he
had frequented Luisa and Luisa foretold that he would one day become cardinal. In fact, having been elevated
to the office of cardinal, he served as Apostolic Nunzio to various countries for Pope John Paul XXIII.

Cardinal Cento spoke often and everywhere about Piccarreta, so much so as to convince Cardinal Palazzini of
her spirituality who would later become the first Prefect of the Sacred Congregation for the Causes of Saints to
love and task an interest in Luisa Piccarreta. Cardinal Palazzini called her: “dear Luisa”.

One cannot forget her last confessor Fr. Benedetto Calvi, great pastoral figure, who ministered to Luisa for
almost twenty years until her pious death.

It will be this priest who becomes involved in the strict orders of the Holy See that struck Piccarreta. These
regrettable events did not dissuade him because he was well aware of the treasure of holiness locked within the
Servant of God and soon after her death with the authorization of the Archbishop Addazzi, disseminated the
first prayer cards of Luisa with the title, Servant of God, conferred to her by the Archbishop.

With Saint Padre Pio, she had personal contacts through the facilitator Federico Abbresc, great convert of S.
Padre Pio who frequently visited the Servant of God and kept her in contact with the Saint.

Piccarreta often told the people around her that Padre Pio was a holy priest according to the image of the heart
of God, and many times sent Rosaria Bucci to Padre Pio. Nothing is known of the meetings that occurred.

For his part, Saint Padre Pio invited people to pay a visit to Luisa “the Saint”; this is the way he also referred to
her.

The people closest to her

The people closest to the Servant of God were:
 her parents, whom Luisa defined as “angels of honesty and purity”
 her sister, Angelina, who remained single and was at her side until her death
 the noble sisters Cimadomo
 Miss Argues who transcribed her writings
 Rosaria Bucci who since 1907 was always at her side and being her confidante to the end of Luisa’s life
 Her niece, Giuseppina, she too having chosen a single life

And many other pious women who gathered in her house daily to pray and to deepen their spirituality in the
Divine Will.
Translation by Iole C. Checcone, PhD.
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NEWS FROM ITALY

Last month Padre Bucci’s Superior, Fr. Francis Neri was elected to the position of General of the
Capuchin Fathers for the Province of Bari in the Region of Puglia, Italy where he will be Superior to 160
Capuchin Priests and Brothers. His new address is as follows:

Fraternita’ Frati Cappuccini
Via S. Francesco d’ Assissi, 47

70051 Barletta, Italy
0883.571198 Tel
0883.576524 Fax

One of Fr. Neri’s first acts was to appoint Padre Bernardino Bucci as Superior at the Parrocchi
Immacolota in Barletta where he will be moving to from Trinitapoli. Padre Bucci’s new parish and contact
information is as follows:

Dei Frati Minori Cappuccini
Parrocchi Immacolota

Via Milano 70051 Barletta
Tel 0883-571268 Fax 0883-57624

E-mail: padrebernardinobucci@virgilio.it

Every four years, the Conference of Italian Bishops is held in Italy. There are delegations of lay persons
from all over Italy who are included. At these conferences the Italian Bishops select two causes for
Sainthood to imitate and follow. In October of this year, the conference will be held in Verona Italy, the
previous conference was held four years earlier in Sicily. One of the two causes the Bishops have
selected to imitate is the Servant of God, Luisa Piccarreta, the Little Daughter of the Divine Will. This
may be the result of Padre Bucci sending copies of the biography of Luisa to all the Bishops in Italy.

mailto:padrebernardinobucci@virgilio.it
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St. Hannibal Maria Di Francia and the Servant of God
Luisa Piccarreta, The Little Daughter of the Divine Will

Part 10

Special Series - Seventeen Years (1910-1927)
(The Conclusion)

Rosaria Bucci’s memories by Father Bernardino Giuseppe Bucci

Saint Annibale Maria di Francia paid frequent visits to the Servant of God, with whom he had long conversations,
staying for hours in Luisa’s little room, where he also often celebrated Holy Mass.

This is what I remember of what Aunt Rosaria told me.

In 1910, a priest arrived at Luisa’s house and asked to speak to her. This was the first of the many encounters
between the two “saints”. That day, it was Aunt Rosaria who opened the door to him, then a young girl who had become
familiar with Luisa’s milieu, who had been visiting her for four years and so collaborated with Angelina in the household
affairs. Moreover, since Aunt Rosaria had mastered lace-making, she was acting as teacher for the other girls, who were
apprentices; she was also called by Luisa to set right her own work that was often defective, for the Servant of God was
unable to pull the knots tight enough because of the stigmata, hidden beneath her skin and a source of pain.2

Aunt Rosaria, on many occasions, prepared a little bed in a room in Luisa’s house on which Saint Annibale would
sometimes rest, especially when he was a guest of the Piccarreta family for more than a day.

The Saint’s stays in Luisa’s house were dictated by the fact that before giving her writings to Annibale, she had to
read through them all and provide explanations on doubtful or incomprehensible points.

It was my aunt herself who gave Saint Annibale the manuscript of the famous book on meditation of the Passion.
Saint Annibale had it printed with the name L’orologio dell Passione, a title about which Luisa was not at first
enthusiastic. The publication, with a long preface by the Saint, went into several editions, four to be precise.

Aunt Rosaria remembered that Saint Annibale once urged all the girls and Luisa’s regular visitors to read and
meditate upon the work. In giving it to them, the Saint said: “Before having the manuscript printed, I was received in
audience by His Holiness Pius X, to whom I gave a copy. Several days later, having returned to see the Holy Father for
matters concerning my new Congregation, he said these words: ‘Have Luisa Piccarreta’s L’orologio della Passione
printed immediately. Read it on your knees, because it is Our Lord who is speaking in it”.

Since we have no other documents available, we cannot but trust the testimony of Rosaria Bucci.
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Saint Annibale and the Capuchin Friars of the Monastic Province of Puglia by Father Bernardino Giuseppe Bucci

It seems that the Franciscan fathers, and particularly the Capuchins, suggested to Saint Annibale that he place his
works under the protection of St. Anthony of Padua. It is certain that there was a deep reciprocal esteem between Saint
Annibale and the Capuchins.

I personally heard a lot about Saint Annibale Maria di Francia from our older fathers.

Fr. Annibale published Luisa’s writings, many of which were given to our friars, whom he warmly
commended not to disclose the author’s name to anyone since the devout writer wished to remain anonymous.

The Capuchin friar who had the most to say about this was Fr. Isaia from Triggiano, who was simple and humble,
the figure of an authentic priest. This father had a deep veneration for Luisa Piccarreta and jealously preserved her
writings and a few objects that had belonged to the Servant of God. Among these was a holy card with a picture on which
a prayer had been written by Luisa in her own hand.

Fr. Isaia often used to say: “Luisa is a great saint and Fr. Annibale another great saint, because he enabled us
to know her. Saints understand one another. It is God who brings them together”.

In far off 1917, Fr. Isaia from Triggiano was a Capuchin student at our friary in Francavilla Fontana,
where on several occasions the friars gave hospitality to Fr. Annibale Maria di Francia, who was establishing one
of his works in nearby Oria.

These are Fr. Isaia’s impressions of Fr. Annibale: “He was a priest who truly belonged to God, and at the
sight of him, we students would gather round him with great sympathy. We all went to him for confession. He had an
unusual appearance, as well as an unusual manner of speech and gestures, always moderate and with a reserve that
did not command fear but filial trust. He constantly spoke to us of God’s Will and exhorted us to bear with hardships
and contradictions. He told us that a soul who was consecrated entirely to God was suffering and praying for us all”.

“This soul”, Saint Annibale said to Fr. Isaia, “is a daughter of your region, and this is a sign that the Lord is
blessing the people of Bari”. To comfort him in his doubts and sufferings, he gave him L’orologio della Passione,
which he himself had had printed. Fra Isaia, a Capuchin student at the time, asked him where this holy soul lived
and who she was, but Fr. Annibale answered: “just think about preparing yourself properly for the priesthood and
always doing God’s Will, and in due course you will discover who this soul is”.

Fr. Isaia, become a priest, went to see Luisa Piccarreta, from whom he sought advice and – not infrequently –
comfort in his apostolate, threatened by malicious gossip.

At that time the Monastic Province of Puglia was passing through a difficult period because of various
disagreements between the two Provinces of Bari and Lecce, united in a single Monastic Province. Certain fathers headed
a reform that was blocked by St. Pius X.

The majority submitted, but others resisted and ended by being expelled from the Order and excommunicated.
One of these was Fr. Gerardo, superior and director of the studentate of Francavilla.

This father had extraordinary ideas about running the students’ community with a draconian discipline; he
frequently left the students fasting, because they had to mortify themselves and resemble the crucified Christ. The worst
thing was that he did not even allow them to study. Their studying was to consist of the crucifix and penance; he
consequently placed in the students’ rooms a large crucifix and a scourge. It is easy to grasp the state of mind of all the
students, many of whom fell ill. Fr. Annibale di Francia, on one of his visits, called Fr. Gerardo and made him
understand that young men who were still growing could not be treated with such a regime. And he himself set the
example, by taking a great many provisions to the friary and begging them to eat their fill, at least sometimes. Fr.
Annibale was very sensitive to the young students’ health, and would often say to them:

“This is not God’s Will”.
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It seems that Fr. Gerardo was not totally unmoved by the exhortations of Fr. Annibale, who could speak with such conviction and
love that he had an impact on even the hardest of hearts. In fact, the results were immediately noticed: books were bought for the priestly
formation of the young men, and slightly larger portions of bread and soup began to appear.

Shortly afterwards Fr. Gerardo left the Order and was excommunicated for his bizarre ideas and his rebellion
against the Church. Saint Annibale’s words came true. Indeed, when the despairing students knelt at his feet for
confession, he would often say: “Continue to live God’s Will intensely, because in a little while everything will change.
Courage!”.

Many fathers were in contact with Fr. Annibale and through him became acquainted with Luisa. How is it
possible to forget Fr. Daniel from Triggiano, a splendid figure of a Capuchin, a man who was a true little flower of
St. Francis. Still today, his simplicity, his words and his acts live on throughout our Monastic Province.

Fr. Daniele spoke of Luisa Piccarreta as though she were a heavenly creature and when, as a young seminarian, I
went to his room for confession, he always said this to me:

“Are you Bucci from Corato? Did you know Luisa? You should know that she is a great saint and you should
never stop praying to her if you want to be a priest”.

Fr. Daniele was the historian of Triggiano and also published several devotional manuals, drawing heavily
from Luisa Piccarreta’s books. The way he spoke of Luisa suggests that he was in direct contact with the Servant
of God and with Saint Annibale.

I also heard the following fathers talk a lot about the Servant of God Luisa Piccarreta. Fr. Giovanni De Bellis,
who was frequently invited to Corato to preach, went to Luisa’s house on these occasions. Fr. Giovanni, my confrere in
the community of the Friary of Trinitapoli when I was superior and parish priest, often spoke to me of Luisa
Piccarreta and Saint Annibale Maria di Francia, whom he had known personally. I had the good fortune to be
present at Fr. Giovanni’s last moments. This father died while he was completely immersed in prayer, ‘his hands
joined, the beads of the rosary between them. His last words were:

“May God’s Will be done”.
It was 1982.

Fr. Terenzio from Campi Salentina also deeply venerated the Servant of God Luisa Piccarreta and would talk of
her every time he met me. It was he who told me that the beatification cause of Fr. Annibale, Luisa’s confessor, had
been initiated.When I was a young novice at the Friary of Alessandro, Fr. Terenzio was superior. One day he offered me
this testimony: “There was a period when I was going through a crisis in my faith, and one day I went to Luisa, who
listened to me kindly. She clarified all my doubts, and gave me such clear and profound theological explanations
that they were a revelation to me. All the doubts that my theological studies had not clarified were dispelled by
Luisa. There is no doubt that Luisa had the gift of infused knowledge”.

Fr. Guglielmo from Barletta, one of the most distinguished priests of the Province who had several times been
Minster Provincial and was rector of our theology center for students, spoke one day, during a lesson on ascetics, of Saint
Annibale and his works. He spoke at length of L’orologio della Passione and of the book Maria nel Regno della Divina
Voluntà. Referring to Luisa Piccarreta, he said: “She is a great and marvelous soul. We are not even worthy to be her
fingernail”. Fr. Giuglielmo did not tell me whether he had known Luisa personally.

Almost all our older fathers had direct or indirect contact with the Saint Annibale and Luisa Piccarreta. Among
them those to be remembered are: Fr. Zaccaria from Triggiano, several times Provincial; Fr. Fedele from Montescaglioso;
Fr. Giuseppe from Francavilla Fontana; Fr. Tobia from Trigiano; Fr. Antonio from Stigliano, who left some writings on
the Servant of God; Fr. Dionisio from Barletta; Fr. Arcangelo from Barletta, also Provincial; Fr. Pio from Triggiano,
Provincial; Fr. Gabriele from Corato; Fr. Timoteo from Aquarica, a great friend of Luisa’s last confessor, Fr. Benedetto
Calvi, in whose parish he often preached (he also assisted at the translation of Luisa’s body from the cemetery to the
church, and concelebrated at the Mass in the main church for the opening of the beatification cause of the Servant of God
Luisa Piccarreta); Fr. Salvatore from Corato, of whom I shall speak in a separate chapter. Many lay brothers who went to
Corato to beg for alms never failed to visit Luisa: Fra Ignazio, Fra Abele, Fra Rosario, Fra Vito and Fra Crispino, who
often spoke to me enthusiastically of Luisa, whom they greatly revered.
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A most outstanding episode by Father Bernardino Giuseppe Bucci

I had always heard tell of a young man who had been killed and was restored to life by Luisa. I had heard the
story told by the old blind singer in the “upper room” of Via Panseri.

One day a young man was found dead, lying on the ground in a pool of blood. When his mother heard this fatal
news, she did not rush to see her son but ran howling and disheveled to Luisa’s house where she knelt on the doorstep,
crying: “Luisa, Luisa, they’ve killed my son!”

The holy little one – as the singer called Luisa – was moved and said: “Go and fetch your son, the Lord is giving
him back to you”.

The mother was helped to her feet and accompanied by a few devout persons to the place where her son lay dead.

At the sight of him, ignoring the police, the mother flung herself on the body, cradled it in her arms and kissed it
desperately like the sorrowful Mary at the foot of the cross.

But suddenly the young man opened his eyes and said: “Mammà, sto ca nan pianger” (Mother, I’m here, don’t
cry).

On hearing this story, the whole gathering was in tears, especially the older women whose sons were serving in
the war.

Sometimes – though in hushed tones – I even heard this story told in my own home. I remember Aunt Rosaria
addressing my father with these words: “Don’t start talking such nonsense, concentrate on eating your food”. My father
had in fact been telling the story of the man brought back to life by Luisa the Saint.

In my parish I once heard Miss Redda, Minister of the Franciscan Third Order, speaking of this miracle to a group
of women. When she became aware of my presence, she immediately put her hand to her mouth, regretting her
imprudence. Indeed, the parish priest, Fr. Cataldo Tota, who was present said: “Certain things should not be said in public
while those concerned are still alive”.

I never attached much importance to this episode – always spoken of in hushed tones – because it seemed
incredible to me. Aunt Rosaria never wanted to discuss the matter. Whenever I asked about it, she would answer: “Leave
that nonsense alone!”. I realized that talking about the event was totally forbidden, both by Luisa and by the clergy.

It seemed to me that the story told by the blind old man was too fantastic, too embellished and sounded more like
a Greek tragedy than an event which had actually occurred. I never previously wanted to write anything about it so as not
to make a laughing-stock of the Servant of God, Luisa Piccarreta (and I was also convinced that this episode was merely
the fruit of popular imagination).

Later, having read a letter by the Saint Annibale M. di Francia, which speaks of the miracle of the
resuscitation of a young man who had been killed, I thought it appropriate to mention here the phenomenon about
which I had heard so much.

Saint Annibale confirms, bringing to bear all his authority as a saint, that it was due to Luisa Piccarreta’s
prayers that this young man was restored to life. His letter is dated May 5, 1927. A few days later, on June 1, 1927,
Saint Annibale died serenely in the town of Messina.

(FIN)
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Next Newsletter

Transcript of Padre Bucci’s 2nd Conference
Luisa and the Blessed Virgin Mary

Saint Anniable, “Pray for us, Oh Lord,
Send Holy Apostles Into Your Church"

Contact Information
www.padrebucci.com


