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The Greatness of the Virtue of Patience 

 
 

Paragraph 55 - II. The Stages of Revelation 

55      This revelation was not broken off by our first parents’ sin. “After the fall, [God] buoyed 
them up with the hope of salvation, by promising redemption; and he has never ceased to 

show his solicitude for the human race. For he wishes to give eternal life to all those who seek 
salvation by patience in well-doing.”7 (397, 410, 761) CCC 

 
Tobias (Tobit) 2:12 

Now this trial the Lord therefore permitted to happen to him, that an example might be 
given to posterity of his patience, as also of holy Job. 

 
Luke 8:15 

But that on the good ground, are they who in a good and perfect heart, hearing the word, keep it, and bring forth 

fruit in patience. 

 

Luke 21:19 

In your patience you shall possess your souls. 
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As I was in my usual state, my Sweet Jesus was not coming. Then, after much 
waiting, I saw Him for just a little, and He Told me: "My daughter, Patience is 
Superior to Purity, because without Patience the soul easily unbridles, and it is 
difficult for her to Remain Pure; and when a Virtue Needs another Virtue in order 
to have Life, the second One is Called Superior to the first. Even more, it can be said 
that Patience is Custody of Purity; not only this, but it is Staircase to Ascend to the 
Mountain of Fortitude, in Such a Way that if one went up without the Staircase of 
Patience, he would immediately fall from the Highest Point to the lowest. In 
addition to this, Patience is Seed of Perseverance, and this Seed Produces Branches 
Called Firmness. Oh, How Firm and Stable in the Good she has started is the Patient 
soul! She pays no attention either to rain, or to frost, or to ice, or to fire, but all her 
attention is on Bringing to Completion the Good she has started. In fact, there is no 
greater foolishness than that of one who today does some Good because he likes it, 
and tomorrow he neglects it because he finds no more pleasure in it. What would 
one say of an eye which at one hour possesses sight, and at another is blind? Or of 
a tongue which now speaks, and now is mute? Ah! Yes, My daughter, Patience Alone 
is the Secret Key to Open the Treasure of Virtues; without the Secret of this Key, the 
other Virtues do not come out to Give Life to the soul and to Ennoble her." 
 


