
True Charity is in Loving the Poor 
Gospel Reading for October 31, 2016 

With Divine Will Truths 
Saint Luke 14:12-14 

On a sabbath Jesus went to dine at the home of one of the leading Pharisees. He 
said to the host who invited him, "When you hold a lunch or a dinner, do not 

invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or your wealthy neighbors, 
in case they may invite you back and you have repayment.  

Rather, when you hold a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the 
blind;  

blessed indeed will you be because of their inability to repay you. For you will be 
repaid at the resurrection of the righteous." 

VI. Love for the Poor (CCC) 
2443 …“Give to him who begs from you, do not refuse him who would borrow 
from you”; “you received without pay, give without pay.”232 It is by what they 

have done for the poor that Jesus Christ will recognize his chosen ones.233 
 

From the Book of Heaven 
V8 – Jun. 31, 1908 – 

The true spirit of charity in the rich and in priests. 
Continuing in my usual state, full of bitternesses and of privations, after much 

hardship I seemed to see peoples in the act of rebelling and of intensifying the 
brawl against the rich. In the meantime, the lament of most sweet Jesus made itself 
heard in my ear, all embittered, saying: "I AM the one who is giving freedom to the 
poor - I AM tired of the rich. They have done enough - how much money wasted on 
balls, on theatricals, on useless trips, on vanities, and even on sins! And the poor? 
They could not have enough bread to satisfy their hunger; they were oppressed, 
weary, embittered. Had they given them only what they spent on unnecessary 
things, my poor would have been happy. But the rich have kept them like a family 
that did not belong to them; even more, they have despised them, keeping comforts 
and amusements for themselves as things befitting their condition, and leaving the 
poor in misery, as something befitting their condition." 



And while saying this, He seemed to withdraw grace from the poor, and these 
would become enraged against the rich, in such a way that grave things would 
happen. On seeing this, I said: ‘My dear Life and my all Good, it is true that there 
are some bad rich people, but there are also some good ones, like the many devout 
ladies who give alms to the churches, and your priests who do so much good to 
all…’ 

"Ah! My daughter, keep quiet, and don’t touch this key, so very sorrowful for 
Me. I could say that I do not recognize these devout ladies. They give alms where 
they want, to obtain their intent, to hold people at their service; they spend even 
thousands of lire for those who sympathize with them, but then, where it is 
necessary, they do not deign to give a cent. Could I say that they do it for Me? Could 
I recognize these actions of theirs? You yourself can recognize whether they do it 
for Me from these signs – if they are ready for any bare necessity; if they do not 
differentiate by giving much where it is not so necessary, and refusing to give little 
where it is necessary. One can well say that there is no spirit of true charity or 
upright operating. So, My poor are put into oblivion also by these devout ladies. 
And the priests? Ah! My daughter – that is even worse. They do good to all?! You 
deceive yourself. They do good to the rich; they have time for the rich. By them also 
the poor are almost excluded; for the poor they have no time; for the poor they 
have not a word of comfort or help to tell them; they send them away, reaching the 
point of pretending they are ill. I could say that if the poor have moved away from 
the Sacraments, the priests have contributed to this, because they have always 
taken their time to confess them, and the poor grew tired and no longer came back. 
But then, if a rich person would show up, it is all the opposite: they would not 
hesitate one instant; time, words, comforts, help…, they would find anything for the 
rich. Could I say that the priests have a spirit of true charity, if they reach the point 
of picking the ones to whom they should listen? And what about the others? They 
either send them somewhere else, or oppress them so much, that if my grace did 
not help the poor in a special way, the poor would have been banished from my 
Church. True charity and upright spirit – only rarely do some priests have them, 
but as for the rest, I could say that these have departed from the earth." 

I remained embittered more than ever, imploring Mercy. 
 

V8 – Sept. 2, 1908 
True virtue begins in God and ends in Him. 

I am going through bitter days because of the continuous privations of 
blessed Jesus. He came for just a little and told me: "My daughter, the sign to know 
whether one has true charity is that he loves the poor. In fact, if he loves the rich 



and is available for them, he may do so because he hopes for something or obtains 
something, or because he is in sympathy with them, or because of their nobility, 
intelligence, eloquence, and even out of fear. But if he loves the poor, helps them, 
supports them, it is because he sees in them the image of God, therefore he does not 
look at roughness, ignorance, rudeness, misery. Through those miseries, as though 
through a glass, he sees God, from whom he hopes for everything; and so he loves 
them, helps them, consoles them as if he were doing it to God Himself. This is the 
good kind of true virtue, which begins from God and ends in God. On the other hand, 
that which begins from matter, produces matter and ends in matter. As bright and 
virtuous as charity may appear, if the divine touch is not felt, both the one who 
does it and the one who receives it become bothered, annoyed and tired, and if 
necessary, they even use it to commit defects." 
 

FIAT! 


